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Account of the Diffection of a morbid Body. By Dr. H. Wans- 


WORTH. 


Farmington, March 18th, 1806. 
Sir, : 


HOULD the following: account of a diffeCtion, in your 


opinion, merit a place in the Medical Mufeum, you have li- 
berty to infert it. 


ON the 19th of December 1805, I received a line from 
Southington from my father, requefting me to affift him in 
diflecting the body of Ithamar Curtifs, who died the day be- 
fore. I accordingly attended immediately. From its having 
been a lengthy cafe, my father was unable to give me a more 


particular account than the following. 
Vou. IIT. Lh * 
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$2 Wad/worth’s Cafe of Diffecétion. 


«[. C. of Southington, by trade a hatter, but had for feve- 
ral months, previous to his illnefs, been pedling tin in the {tate 
of Rhode-Ifland, applied to me on the 13th October 1804, for 
advice; complained of a dull pain in the head, great thirft, 
fome uneafinefs about the region of the ftomach, and had 
been rather coftive for fome time ; his ftools of a light colour, 
and his appetite then very good. The patient attributed his 
complaints to having, while in Rhode-Ifland, eaten no other 
bread than Indian. There was no evidence of any active difor- 
der of the liver, ashe had no pain in the region of this organ or 
in the fhoulder ; neither did it appear there was any obftruction 
of the common du@, as there was no regurgitation of bile. 
From thefe fymptoms I concluded a deficient fecretion of bile 
to be the caufe of his diforder. Emetics, from their mechani- 
cal operation, I thought might roufe the liver from its ftate of 
torpor. Their operation was attended with effential relief of 
the head and ftomach, and he required lefs phyfic for a few 
days after their operation. During the operation of emetics 
(of which he took feveral), he threw off a great quantity of 
vifcid, acid matter, and appeared for a while to be rather 
convalefcing: but this continued but a fhort time ; his appetite 
grew voracious, and he began to emaciate and lofe ftrength 
very rapidly ; he had not the leaft pain in any part; coftivenefs 
continued. I then thought proper to adminifter calomel in altera- 
tive dofes; which were continued feveral weeks without any 
effect upon the fyftem. The laft four months of his life, he ate 
as much as five common healthy labourers, and drank propor- 
tionately. This enormous quantity was perfectly digefted 
without the aid of exercife, as his ftrength would not admit of 
it; he never appeared to fuffer the leaft inconvenience from his 
food, and ufually flept quietly immediately after eating. His ap- 
petite continued until the 16th of December, when it failed 
at once ; he complained of no fevere pain, but univerfal oppref- 
fion ; which continued but a few hours, when he appeared to be 
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Wadfworth’s Cafe of Diffeétion. 85 


finking, grew comatofe, fenfelefs, and died on the morning of 
the 18th of December 1805.” 


The next morning I performed the diffeCtion, in the pre- 
fence of feveral phyficians from the neighbouring towns. 
On opening the abdomen, I found the liver to occupy fo great 
apart of the cavity, that I was unable to examine the orher 
vifcera, until I had diffected it out. I found the upper part 
of it much thicker than it is found when in a healthy ftate, and 
the membranes immediately invefting it, of a very dark purple : 
and it weighed fix pounds and fix ounces; on cutting into it, 
it appeared firm and of a healthy colour. The gall-bladder 


was completely empty and collapfed; the paflage from it to 
the duodenum was free from any obftruction. 


I then proceeded to examine the ftomach, which was empty, 
and fo contracted, that it very little exceeded the duodenum in 
fize. On laying it open I found none of the rugz of the vil- 
lous coat, but a fmooth furface of light yellow mucus (not 
pus). On {fcraping it with the back of the fcalpel, this mucus 
was very eafily removed, leaving bare the mufcular coat, 
which, even in that contracted ftate, was not thicker than the 
fineft glove leather. The inteftines, except the colon, contained 
nothing but flatus. ‘The colon was fo completely filled with 
fcybalic feces, that it was nearly three inches in diameter. 


The fpleen was contracted and wrinkled, fo that it was not 
more than two inches and a half in length; and its weight 
could not have exceeded two ounces. 


The left kidney was about three times the fize of the right; 
which laft was of the natural fize. 
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4 Wadfworth’s Cafe of Diffection. 


There was a complete adhefion of the whole furface of the 
left lobe of the lungs, to the pleura and mediaftinum, with this 
fingularity, that he never experienced the leaft degree of 
pneumonic affection in the courfe of his life. 


% + ‘ 
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Does the above cafe, in which there was fo ftrong evidence 
of deficiency of bile, countenance the idea that the galtric juice, ' 
according to the do«trine of Spallanzani and Stevens, is fufh- 
cient, without the aid of the bile, to perform digeftion? That 
digeftion in this cafe was performed folely by the power of the 
gaitric juice, appears probable ; from its having exerted a fol- 
vent power even upon the ftomach itfeif; at the fame time ex- 


citing an appetite incompatible with the action of a mere 
cauttic. 





Confidering the enlarged ftate of the kidney, the rapid and 
extreme emaciation, notwithftanding the enormous quantity 
of foad taken and digefted; it is not impoffible that this cafe = 
might have been connected with a diabetes mellitus; and I re- 
gret that | am not authorifed to reject or confirm this fuppofi- 
tion, by acquaintance with the ftate of the urinary fecretion. st 


Tan, fir, 
Your friend and fervant, 


HARRY WADSWORTH. 


Dr. Jonun REpDMAN Coxe. 
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Account of an extraordinary Cafe of Difeafe in the Stomach ; 
with the Diffection of the Body after Death. By Dr. Ep- 
wARD D. SMITH. . 

Charlefton, May 20th, 1806. 
Dear Sir, 
I HAVE taken the liberty of tranfmitting to you, the enclof- 


ed account of an extraordinary cafe of difeafe in the 
ftomach,” for publication in your Mufeum, if you fhould deem 
it worthy of infertion. Wifhing a fuccefs adequate to the 
merit of the undertaking in which you are engaged, I fubfcribe 
myfelf, with great regard, 


Your friend and fervant, 


EDWARD D. SMITH. 
Dr. Joun REpDMAN Coxe. 


ON December 13th 1802, 1. E. a houfe-carpenter, applied 
to Dr. S. for advice in his cafe. His appearance was that of one, 
who had been reduced by long ftruggles with chronic difeafe ; 
countenance fallow, and limbs fomewhat emaciated. He com- 
plained of a conftant, and fometimes acute, pain in the lower 
part of the abdomen towards the left fide. Alfo of a very dif- 
ordered ftate of his ftomach and bowels, labouring under want 
af appetite, and all the other fymptoms of dyfpepfia and con- 
tinual conftipation. In the part affected, there appeared to be 
a confiderable tumor of a fchirrous hardnefs, which, from its 
proximity to the fituation of the f{pleen, might poflibly be that 
walcus in an. indurated ftate. The preceding hiftory was as 
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36 Smith’s Cafe of difeafed Stomach, 


follows. He had laboured under general indifpofition in the 
fpring of the year, and this affection was fubfequent to his ine 
difpofition. Travelling through the northern ftates during the 
fummer, the pain in his fide became fo vehement, that he was 
compelled to feek medical affiftance in the town of Providence, 
{tate of Rhode-Ifland. By the advice of two’phyficians, who 
fuppofed the tumour to originate from an affection of the 
{fpleen, he was put upon a mercurial courfe, and a bliftering 


plafter was applied to the place. The plafter had the ftrange 


effect of caufing a delirium fo violent, that it was obliged to be - 


fpeedily removed. ‘The ufeof mercury was continued until he 
was completely falivated. -No material permanent relief was 
obtainea , dyfpeptic fymptoms began to harafs him much ; 
his ftrength and flefh decreafed ; and he returned, in this fitua- 
tion, to Charlefton. 


The fituation of the tumour induced the belief, that no 
other vifcus than the fpleen could be affeéted, and notwith- 
ftanding the little fuccefs refulting from the remedies alrea- 
dy employed, it was determined that an effort fhould be made 
for the relief of what was deemed the primary affection, and 
that fuitable remedies fhould at the fame time be adminiftered 
for that, which was fecondary or fymptomatic, now become 
almoft as urgent as the other. 


As fome idiofyncrafy appeared to forbid the application of 
cantharides, in their ftead the emp. ftomachic. was ordered. 
A ftriGt attention to the ufual diet in dyfpepfia was enjoined, 
and the ufe of garlic, as a tonic to the ftomach, was directed. 
To alleviate a troublefome flatulency then prefent, a mixture 
of ol. anif. and balf. capivi was prefcribed. For feveral days 
the patient thought himfelf much relieved from all the fymp- 
toms, and was able to walk about with tolerable eafe. On the 
night of the 18th, he was feized with violent pain in the 
tumour, which was fomewhat relieved by venxfection.—Now 
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confined to his bed, and fuffering intenfe local pain, he 
was again urged to fubmit to vefication and confented. No 
fuch effeét followed the application as formerly. The pain 
continued conftant and fevere, and the tumour appeared to be 
more in the front of the abdomen. At the requeft of the pati- 
ent, Dr. R. was called into confultation. The emp. calid. was 
applied over the furface of the bliftered part ; anodynes were 
prefcribed at night, and purgatives during the day. A fimila- 
rity was fuppofed to exift between this cafe, and a remarkable 
difeafe of the bowels recorded by Morgagni. ‘The fymptoms 
had become exceedingly diftrefling. The ftomach reject- 
ed almoft every thing taken into it, the bowels were obfti- 
nately coftive, and no natural reft could be procured; a pul- 
fation was now evident in the tumour, and appearances feem- 


ed to indicate the formation of an abfcefs in the abdominad 
mulicles. 


The tumour even fhewed a difpofition to point ; cold exter- 
nal applications were firft made, and afterwards warm, but it 
remained in the fame ftate. By defire of Mr. E.’s friends, 
Dr. W. was requefted to attend in confultation,—Dr. W. had 
vifited him in a prior indifpofition; which, it was fuppofed, 
might have fome connection with this, and gave the following 
account of it. 


In the latter end of Odtober, 1801, Mr. E. after having 
fupped out, on returning home found the gate of the lot, in 
which he lived, locked. It was of a confiderable height, and 
he attempted to jump over it, by placing his hands upon the 
top, and clambering up with his feet ; lofing his hold, he came 
with much force upon the ground, and felt (as he faid) as 
if fomething within him had given way. In confequence of 
the fall, a {welling of the tefticle took place, accompanied with 
great pain, &e. The antiphlogiftic treatment was purfued with 
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88 Smith's Cafe of difeafed Stomach. 


him, his complaint proving obftinate, although not to the ex- 
tent of falivation. He finally gained relief, and was not much 
haraffed again, until the time already mentioned. The idea 
was now fuggefted that the tumour might be an aneurifm of 
fome of the large veflels in the abdomen, produced by the vio- 
Jence of the fall. 


Under this fuppofition the cafe prefented a hopelefs afped, 
and medicine could do nothing but palliate the miferies of the 
fufferer. His ftomach and bowels continued in fuch conditi- 
on, that cathartics and anodynes were indifpenfably neceflary 
to his exiftence. To thefe the ufe of the warm bath was add- 
ed, until he became fo weak that he was no longer able to 
bear the fatigue of going to it. Mercury was ufed for a few 
days, both internally and by friction, but did not afford any 
fenfible relief. The fymptoms daily became more diftrefling, 
little or no nourifhment could be retained on the ftomach, 
and general emaciation feemed to promife a fpeedy terminati- 
on of diftrefs. ‘The patient iingered in this condition, until 
February 19th, 1803, when the vital powers, exhaufted with 
the {ftruggle, quietly gave up the conflict. It was very defirable 
to obtain fatisfactory information of the true nature of this 
cafe by examination after death: permiflion being obtained 
from the friends, Dr. W. and myfelf opened the body in the 
prefence of feveral phyficians, when the following appearances 
prefented themfelves. | | 


Diffeétion. 


The cavity of the abdomen being opened, a tumour was ob- 
ferved in the upper part of it, which, upon examination, ap~ 
peared to be feated in the ftomach. Only a {mall portion 
of the ftomach could be brought into view: that portiony 
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which is covered by the liver, adhering fo firmly, that it was 
obliged to be feparated by the knife. ‘The ftomach, being 
diffeted away, was removed from the abdomen; very little 
of the omentum remained in its natural fituation, fo that its 
abfence from its ufual pofition excited the fuppofition, that the 
tumour was compofed of it, until more accurate inveftigation 
afcertained its feat. ‘The mefenteric glands were enlarged and 
indurated. The inteftines preferved their natural fituation 
and appearance, but were full of {cybala. 


The liver, kidneys, &c. prefented no unufual appearance. 
The thorax was examined, but no diforder could be traced in 
any of its vifcera. ‘Uhe large veflels, proceeding from the heart, 
were collapfed and natural. Upon opening the tumour, feces 
were difcovered in the lower part of it, probably owing to an 
inverted periftaltic motion. ‘The pylorus was much contra¢t- 
ed in fize, anddifcoloured. ‘The different coats of the ftomach 
were obliterated, and prefented a difagreeable appearance to the 
eye. ‘The texture of the vifcus was hard and griftly, and the 
cavity was contracted to one fourth of its natural fize. 


Without prefuming to offer any comments upon this extra- 
ordinary cafe, I have endeavoured to prefent faithful detail, 


and claim indulgence for the errors of mifconception or me- 
mory. 


EDWARD D. SMITH. 
May 2d, 1803. 


Vou. IIL. M 
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90 Auld’s Cure of Biltous Fever by Nitric Acid. 


Cafe of acute Bilious Fever, [uccefsfully treated by Nitric Acid. By 
Isaac AuLp, M. D. of Edifto, South Carolina. Read before 
the Medical Society of that State. 


N the 19th of September 1802, F was called to vifit Wil- 

QO liam M‘Cleod, aged 19 years, of whofe cafe, I received 

from his mother the following hiftory, viz. that he had, the 
evening before, returned from the country, where he had been 
-on a vifit to his relations, and had fpent with them about a 
month ; that foon after he arofe from his bed, this morning, he 

complained of flight chillinefs and a dull pain at the pit of his 
{tomach, which foon after terminated in exceflive vomiting, 

violent fever and intenfe pain in his head. 


Thefe fymptoms continued, without abatement, until about 
3 o’clock in the afternoon, when they fuffered confiderable re- 
million. At this time I faw him. I found that fo general a 
fuffufion of bile through the fy{tem had taken place, as to re- 
femble a perfon labouring under jaundice, with the exception 
of his eyes, which were flightly inflamed. 


His mother ififormed me, that fhe had taken notice of the 
yellownefs of his fkin, immediately on his arrival, and on in- 
quiry whether he had been indifpofe. ‘ince his abfence, he af- 


fured her he had not. His bowels were obftinately bound, 


having been in a ftate of conftipation for the two or three pre- 
vious days. His tongue was moitt, its edges inflamed, the top 
white, excepting the middle, down which ran a yellow ftreak. 
As his pulfe, which was low and irregular, feemed now to forbid 
the lancet, though there was ftill fome pain in the head, and 
coftivenefs and debility appeared to be the principal inconveni- 
ences under which he laboured, I contented myfelf with leaving 
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Auld’s Cure of Bilious Fever by Nitric Acid. 9] 


for him two {mart purges of calomel and jalap, with directions 
to take one immediately, and the other in four hours, if the firft 
did not procure eight or ten copious ftools. On vifiting him 
again, about nine o'clock, I found that he had taken both his 
purges with the happieft effect: they were then operating 
brifkly, and had already produced feveral large evacuations of 
hard, dark, and very foetid feces. The pain had entirely left 
his head, his pulfe had become regular and more full; a gentle 
moifture had overfpread his fkin; his ftomach had recovered 


much of its ufual tone, and this was accompanied witha defire 
for food. 


On the morning of the 20th, when I repeated my vilit, he 
had left his bed, with an affurance to his mother, which he re- 
peated to me, that he felt himfelf quite free from indifpofition. 
The difcharges from his bowels were {till kept up; but had en- 
tirely loft their foetor, and appeared to confift chiefly of healthy- 
looking bile. His fkin had become much clearer; as had his 
urine, which before was of a deep bilious hue. _I fuggefted 
the propriety of his taking gentle purgatives for a day or two 
longer ; but this advice, from the comfortable ftate of his feel- 
ings, he declined. His mother according with his wifhes, I of 
courfe left him, and confidered my attendance on him as termi- 
nated. 


About three o’clock P. M. of the 23d, I was again fent for, 
and defired by the meffenger to attend, in all poflible hatte, 
as the patient was fuppofed to be dying. I inftantly obeyed 
the fummons, and found his fituation fuch, as to juftify the 
moft alarming apprehenfions. He was fpeechlefs, his jaws 
were fixed, as were alfo his eyes, which were nearly clofed. 
He had no pulfe at his wrifts; near the elbow in one arm I 
could feel a flight pulfation. His feet, legs and knees, were 
perfe€tly cold; and his ftools, which were black and very of- 
fenfive, came from him involuntarily. “His breathing had been 
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99 Auld’s Cure of Bilious Fever by Nitric Acid. 


very laborious, but it now apppeared to be free from anxiety. 
In fhort, fuch was the death-like appearance, which his whole 
countenance exhibited, that I expected every fucceeding minute 
would clofe his miferable exiftence. His mother informed me, 
that the day I left him (the 22d) the pain in his head and 
fever had returned with its former violence, and had continued 
without any diminution, until this morning, when it terminat- 
ed in the comatofe ftate, already defcribed. Having, in repeat- 
ed inftances, witnefled the revival, as it were, and complete re- 
ftoration of perfons from difeafe, who appeared to be excluded 
from the fmalleft ray of hope; I have long determined never 
to abandon a patient, from motives of defpair, in whom I could 
difcover the leaft figns of life. Under this impreffion, revolv- 
ing in my mind, the means I fhould purfue towards arrefting 
the fatal progrefs of this cafey Mr. Scorr’s experiments on 
the nitric acid occurred to me, particularly his opinion in 
favour of its powers, when * given in fufficient quantity (as he 
exprefles) in acute bilious fevers,” and this diforder was obvi- 
ouily of this defcription. Having determined on the exhibi- 
tion of this medicine, the only difficulty which now occurred, 
was the probability of his not being able to fwallow; but 
having determined on the experiment, I diluted the nitric acid 
to a ftrength, that I could readily drink myfelf, and immediate- 
ly poured a tea-{poonful into his mouth, whilft his mother forced 
open his jaws: it lay in his throat at leaft ten minutes, (during 
which time, his breathing was marked by that rattling noife, 
which often takes place in dying perfons) when he fuddenly 
{wallowed it. On perceiving this, I immediately repeated the 
dofe, which he received without much effort, and before I left 
him, he had taken a large wine-glafs-full. His mother was now 
directed to continue the medicine, in as large quantities as 
his ftomach could bear, without any regard to time; and 
blifters were ordered to be applied to his ftomach, wrifts, and 
ankles; perhaps it would have been better to have directed 
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Auld’s Cure of Bilious Fever by Nitric Acid. 9$ 


their application to the arms and thighs, as there was more 
action in thofe parts; but the propriety of this did not ftrike 
me ; indeed, I reafoned but little upon them ; I only confidered 
them as auxiliaries to the acid, on which I chiefly depended. 
I vifited him again about fix o’clock, with little expectation of 
feeing him alive ; but to my aftonifhment I found him much 
revived, his eyes had aflumed their natural condition, and a 
flight pulfation was perceptible at his wrifts. He ftill, how- 
ever, appeared infenfible to the objets which furrounded him, 
and refifted with obftinacy every attempt to give him the acid. 
During my abfence, he had had feveral involuntary ftools, which 
were very offenfive. At 11 o'clock, I repeated my vifit. He 
had taken a meafured drachm and a half of the acid, and ap- 
peared to be in a found, undifturbed fleep ; the blifters had be- 
gun to produce their effeéts, and warmth was again reftored 
to the extremities. I now recommended the exhibition of the 
acid every hour, during the night; and in the morning, when 
I repeated my vifit, I was happy to find him fo much recovered, 
as to induce a belief, that the chances of living were, at leaft, 
equal to thofe of dying. He was now {fenfible, and knew his 
friends. He ftill complained much of a pain in his head, to 
which was directed the application of cloths dipped in cold 
vinegar. In order to keep up the difcharges from his bowels, 
which were now diminifhed, I fent him fix pills of calomel, 
of three grains each, with directions to take one every two 
hours, alternating them with the acid. 


This plan was continued through the day, when, in the 
evening, I found it neceffary to aflift the pills with a pur- 
gative, compofed of feven grains of calomel, and fifteen of 
jalap, which procured him feveral hard, foetid ftools. 25th, 
continued the pills and acid: in the evening complained of 
flight head-ache, pulfe tenfe, fkin hot and dry; repeated the 
cathartic.. 26th, much relieved; continue pills and acid. 
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94 Stuart's Cafe of Cholera Infantum. 


27th, much better ; medicines as yefterday; repeated the ca- 
thartic. 28th, perceived fymptoms of falivation ; repeated the 
pills and acid. 29th. On vifiting him this morning I found 
him out of bed, and walking about the houfe. His principal 
complaint now was the {tate of his mouth; in other refpects, 


he appeared to be quite recovered ; and I confidered my vifits te. 


him nolonger neceflary. From the 23d to the 30th, he took 
ten drachms of acid, and ninety-fix grains of calomel. 


The above cafe is a plain ftatement of facts, and as fuch, I 
{hall leave it, without attempting to offer any obfervations on 
the modus operandi of the medicines I employed: for notwith- 
ftanding the great number of pages, I might perhaps fay, vo- 
lumes, which have been written on the fubjed,, it is ftill, in my 
opinion, involved in much obfcurity. But it is an important 
cafe, and teaches us never to be difcouraged from attempting the 
relief of our patients, under the moft unfavourable appearan- 
ces : for, as we know not when life begins, fo are we, equal- 
ly, at a lofs to know when it will end. 





ERS 





A Cafe of Cholera Infantum, apparently benefited by the Ufe of the 
Nitric Acid; with a Diffection. Read before the Medical 
Lyceum of Philadelphia, 22d Day of anuary, 1806. By 
James Stuart, M. D. Refident Member. 





| L yachild about eighteen months old, foon after 
M the difappearance of an eruption (which I fufpected to 
have been herpetic) from the back of the neck, was taken with 
the ufual fymptoms of fever, which after two or three days con- 
tinuance, was attended with cholera infantum. 
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Stuart’s Cafe of Cholera Infantum. 95 


On the 12th of July, 1802, the difcharges from the inteftines 
were very frequent ; the gripings fevere, and the appetite en- 
tirely deftroyed, with occafional vomiting. After having ufed 
all the remedies generally employed in the routine of common 
practice without fuccefs, I refolved on making an experiment 
(an experiment it certainly may be confidered) with the nitric 
acid. About 12 o’clock in the day, fhe took four drops in her 
ordinary drink, and was defired to repeat the fame dofe in the 
fame vehicle, every two hours. 


13th. Her thirft, which had been before very urgent, has abat- 
ed ever fince five o’clock P. M. of yefterday, infomuch, that fhe 
has not drank often enough to take more than one dofe fince I 
faw her. She has been without pain and without dejections ever 
fince five o’clock yefterday afternoon ; has had no fever; flept 
well laft night ; and has confiderable appetite for food. Let the 
medicine be repeated. 


14th. She has taken her medicine as dire€ted; her counte- 
nance is better ; fhe refted well laft night ; the bowels have been 
opened but four times fince fhe began the ufe of the acid, and 
the difcharges were natural ; the griping is but trifling, and the 
appetite remarkably keen. Continue the medicine as before, and 
take care not to indulge her in too much food. 


The fymptoms fubfided, and occafionally recurred, until the 
i4th of Auguft following; when, fhortly after a free meal, they, 
together with the life of the little fufferer, difappeared for ever. 


In confequence of a prevailing opinion amongft fome of the 
neighbours, that the child’s fufferings originated in fome pre- 
ternatural agency, I was requefted by the parents to examine 
the body.’ This requeft, after intimating to the by-ftanders the 
appearances I expeéted to meet with, I readily acquiefced in: 
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96. Stuart’s Cafe of Cholera Infantum. 


and, affifted by Dr. Jacobs, in the prefence of Mr. L. an uncle 
to the deceafed, proceeded in the operation. 


On opening the abdomen, the omentum had nearly difappear- 
ed; the fomach was much diftended with flatus, and the ali- 
ments taken in a fhort time before death ; but otherwife was in 
a natural ftate, except at the /ower orifice which was very much 
contra¢ted. ‘The duodenum, for four or five inches below the 
pylorus, was contracted to nearly -one half of its ufual dimen- 
fions ; the liver was of the ufual proportion, but of a colour 
- uncommonly dark. The gall cy/ was found very much 
diftended with a pale femifluid, fomewhat refembling the al- 
bumen of an egg in which a fmall portion of the vitellum (or 
yolk) had been intimately diffufed. The appearance of the 
ilium did not deviate from that of the fame vifcus in health, 
except that it contained an inordinate quantity of mucus; the 
cecum was contra¢ted to nearly three quarters of an inch in 
diameter, while the cavity of the co/on and that of the rectum 
did not exceed the fize of a crow’s quill. This contraétion 
had proportionally thickened the coats of the vifcera we have 
feen thus changed, infomuch, that thefe were nearly half an 
inch through. ‘The me/enteric glands were obftructed through 
their whole extent, fo that in parts wherein they are but 
barely vifible, in ordinary fubjects, they were here as large as a 
kidney bean. ‘The /p/een was remarkably pale and contracted ; 
the pancreas was in a natural ftate; the kidneys and glandule 
-_yenales were enlarged, but otherwife of the ordinary appearance. 
The urinary bladder was uncommonly diftended, but in no wife 
difeafed. 


The fhort time from the commencement of this diffection to 
the hour allotted for interment, would not admit of an exami- 
nation of any of the other vifcera; but from the fymptoms 
during life, it is prefumed they were all found except the drain, 
which, in the laft days of the difeafe, was fufpected of contain- 
ing a quantity of water in the ventricles. 
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Meafe, on the Ufe of Mercury in Typhus, Sc. 97 


fale of the fuccefsful Ufe of Mercury in Typhus ; with Obfervatins 
on its Ufe in Tetanus.—On the Ufe of Cold Bath in roufing the 
Excitability of the Syftem after Fever. By James Mease, M. D. 


Dear Sir, 
6 kes publication of fingle cafes of difeafe unconnected with 


the developement of principles in medicine, does not often 
ferve a ufeful purpofe ; becaufe, when fuch principles are well 
laid by the medical man, the application of them to practice is 
eafy ; and he who attempts to relieve the maladies of his fellow 
creatures, without a juft and competent knowledge of them, 
and depends upon finding in books, cafes recorded exactly fimi- 
lar to thofe he may be called to, may hunt without fuccefs, 
nineteen times out of twenty. A dependance upon particular 
forms of prefcriptions is equally abfurd, becaufe, fuppofing the 
cafe required, to be found, it is more than probable that the dif- 
ference in the conftitution of the patient, may render the at- 
tempt at a cure by the fame proportions of the medicines in 
both cafes completely fruitlefs* ; hence the abfolute, the indif- 
penfable neceflity of a pra€tical knowledge of pharmacy to the 
practitioner, by which I mean an attendance and perfonal la- 
bour, either in the fhop of the apothecary, or in one of a phyfi- 
cian who compounds his own prefcriptions ; and hence the evi- 


* I have often wondered, when reading the medical works of Britain, what 
could induce the authors to be fo particular as they are, in noting down the nu- 
merous prefcriptions which they exhibit to their patients from day to day, or 
from hour to hour. If it be neceflary to inftitute a falivation, the fyrup or con- 
ferve, with which the calomel pills are made up, is carefully mentioned; if a 
colic come on, the quantity of laudanum given in any diftilled water, lavender 
compound, or other liquid, to give the mixture a medicinal fimell, is religioufly 
added, and all in claffic Latin, as if the virtues of the medicine would be increafed 
by concealing their names in an obfcure language, or the effects of them on the 
patients be diminifhed by knowing what they took. All fuch conduct favours 


of quackery, and the fooner it is altered, the nearer will the approach be to rea~ 
fon and common fenfe. » 
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Gs _Meafe, on the Ufe of Mercury ra Lyphus, 9c. 


dent advantage which that phyfician will always have, who has 
rifen gradually, (if rifing it may be called) from the peftle and 
mortar, to the honour of feeling pulfes, over the mere room ftu- 
dent, or hofpital-walker, who looks on, fearful of foiling his 
hands, and who, when he prefcribes a box of pills, or com- 
pound mixture, or even fuperintends their compofition, may be 
unable to fay pofitively, whether they are rightly made up or 
not. 


In fome cafes, however, a ftatement of the utility of a reme- 
dy ina particular cafe, may be highly advantageous to the prac- 
titioner, who will of courfe carefully treafure up the fact, and 
apply it with fuccefs ina fimilar cafe, under his own care, pro- 
vided no objection occur to its ufe; and in this view, I com- 
municate for your Mufeum, the two following cafes, which fell 
under my care fome time fince. 


CURE OF TYPHUS BY MERCURY. 


A failor was landed at the Lazaretto, from the Weft- 
Indies, where he had laboured under a fever which terminated 
in an obftinate typhus, and had long refifted the ufual remedies. 
IT put him onthe ufe of bark and wine without delay, with 
generous nourifhment ; but no effeét was produced, nor was 
any change obferved in his difeafe until after three weeks, when 
he became evidently more exhaufted. I then gave him 4 grains 
of calomel combined with opium three times a-day; but the 
dofes of calomel proving too large for his boweis, I determined 
to impregnate his fy{tem with mercury by external inuné¢tion. 
I accordingly had one ounce of ftrong ointment ‘well rubbed 
into his lower extremities, three times a-day ; for the rapidity 
with which he appeared to decline, the length of time his dif- 
eafe had fubfifted, and the infenfibility of his fyftem, would not 
juftify the flow and feeble ufe of this remedy ; and I well knew, 
that unlefs the action of his fyftem could be changed, he 
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Meafe, on the Ufe of Mercury in Typhus, &c. 99 


muft continue to fink. In three days his mouth became flight- 
ly touched, and every unfavourable fymptom difappeared. His 
conftant drink was wine and water. 


A circumftance rather fingular, obferved, was, that after the 
mercury had been difcontinued fome days, a falivation came 
on, and continued pretty fevere for three or four days, and then 
ceafed. 


Several fimilar cafes of long protracted typhus from the 
Weft Indies, occurred during my refidence at the Lazarttto, 
which I treated with like fuccefs by mercury. ‘The quantity re- 
quired to affect the fyftem when externally applied, was fome- 
times immenfe : in one cafe, nearly three pounds of ointment 
were confumed, and Ialmoft defpaired of producing any effect 
by it, when a falivation at laft came on, and cured the patient. 


Though the propriety of the ufe of bark and wine in cafes 
of great debility are certainly obvious, yet it is to be regretted 
that the infenfibility of the fyftem is often fo great, as either 
not to be overcome by their exhibition, or to require a tedious 
ufe of them, which in fome cafes is attended with an expenfe 
that is very inconvenient. Inftances of this infenfibility of the 
fyftem to internal ftimuli, are in no cafes more evident than 
thofe in the tetanus, in which difeafe, almoft incredible quanti- 
ties of wine have been taken before a cure was effected. ‘The 
late Dr. Currie, of Liverpool, has related the cafe of a man, 
who, when ill with the difeafe in queftion, took 110 bottles of 
wine, and obferves that ‘ebriety was not produced ; it foothed 
the irritation of the nerves, and comforted the mind, and with- 
out increafing the frequency of the pulfe, it augmented it in 
ftrength.” 


A delicate young lady of Philadelphia i in typhus, began with 
one table-fpoonful of Madeira wine, and proceeded to two in 3 
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100 Meafe, on the Ufe of Mercury in Typhus, &Sc. 


day, and before fhe was cured, confumed 127 bottles. Where 
mercury may be given, it is certainly better to try it, whether 
we confider economy, the rapidity effeted in the cure, or the 
injury which the conftitution is faved from, by cutting fhort an 
enervating and alarming difeafe. ‘Typhus in particular, is no- 
torious for its injurious effects on both mind and body, pro- 
duced by its long continuance, and it isin this difeafe, that the 
ufe of mercury promifes the greateft benefit ; for tetanus in ge 
neral {o foon terminates its courfe, that time is not given for 
the mercury to take effect, unlefs adminiftered on the attack ; 
and as the pra¢titioner is feldom called until the difeafe is fully 
formed, a chance for its ufeful exhibition is not given. It 
might be well, however, to give it this chance, by immedi- 
ately applying it externally and internally as foon as called, 
while at the fame time, other means are ufed.* 


In applying mercury for tetanus, the ointment fhould be 
rubbed in liberally to the whole body, which may be {tripped 
and put between blankets, but it ought to be efpecially well 
rubbed in the throat, with a view to expedite the effect of fali- 


vation, and that the oil of the ointment may relax the rigid 
muicles. 


« As this paper may fall into other hands than thofe of medical men, it may 
be well to ftate, that tetanus or lock jaw is caufed chiefly by two caufes ; rf. By 
wounds from pointed inftruments, and by none morecommounly than nails in the 
feet. 2d. By expofure to the cold of night, after the body had been heated. 'The 
remedies for the firft kind, are the application of fpirits or oil of turpentine, 
common falt, or Spanifh flies to the wound, which fhould be enlarged if necef- 
fary by a fharp knife, fo as to raife and keep up an inflammation ; and fhould the 
difeafe appear, the ufe of mercury as above, or free ufe of wine or brandy; 
dafhing buckets of cold water over the body, and rubbing it powerfully after- 
wards with coarfe cloths, fo as to excite aglow. For the fecond fpecies of the 
difeafe, the fame general remedies may be ufed. In fome cafes, a fever attends 
the difeafe, in which cafe bleeding has been ufed with fuccefs; but this opera- 


tion fhould not be ordered unlefs the prevalence of heat, fever, and a tenfe pulfe, 


fhould require it. In both kinds, opium is ufelefs, and the warm bath hurtfu}. 
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Meafe,on Cold Bath, to rote Excitability. 101 


ON THE UTILITY OF THE COLD BATH. _ 

The mate of a veffél had been attacked by a fever in the 
ifland of St. Domingo, about two months before I faw him. 
He recovered fo far, as to be able to fail for Savannah, but 
was confined to his bed during the whole voyage. He 
remained at that place about two weeks, and arrived at 
the Lazaretto in the latter end of April. He was unable 
to walk, and could not fpeak above his breath; his face was 
{welled, countenance fallow, and he laboured under a violent 
headach. I now learned that he had been very intemperate be- 
fore, and during his indifpofition : his pulfe was weak and foft ; 
bowels regular. I applied a blifter to the back of his neck, and 
gave him fome cordial invigorating remedies, prefcribing at the 
fame time a meat diet, foup, with half a pint of wine per day. 
The blifter relieved his head, and after a few days he appeared 
to mend flowly ; but he had an infenfibility of fyftem that was 
very difcouraging. His excitability appeared to be exhaufted 
by his intemperance, and the long continuance of febrile 
indifpofition under which he had laboured. I raifed my fti- 
muli in hopes to excite his fyftem to healthy a€tion, but in vain. 


In about two weeks after I firft faw him, he evidently began 
to decline; his pulfe became weak; nervous tremors of his 
hands came on, and he required to be roufed when fpoken to, 
in order to obtain an anfwer. I applied blifters to his wrifts and 
to the back of his neck, and dire¢ted three buckets of cold wa- 
ter to be dafhed upon his naked body after being placed in a 
large bathing tub, and his body to be well rubbed by two per- 
fons with coarfe towels, after the affufion of the water, and put 
between blankets. The good effects of this application were 
perceived in the courfe of half an hour, by the account he gave 
of the alteration in his feelings, which he faid were unufually 
pleafant. He flept well that night, and in the morning early, I 
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102 Meafe, on Cold Bath, to roufe Excitability. 


found him much better: indeed upon my entering the room, 
I pronounced him better from the evident change that appear- 
ed in his countenance; his eye was lively and clear, and he 
{poke with a ftrength and rapidity which truly furprifed and 
pleafed me. I immediately ordered the cold bath to be repeat- 
ed, at which he expreffed his fatisfaction, and fo great was the 
addition to his vigour from the firft application, that he threw 
off the bed-clothes, and got into the tub without afliftance ; 
whereas the night before he was undreffed by others and car- 
ried into the tub. The bath was repeated for three days in 
fucceflion with increafing benefit ; but was difcontinued by rea- 
fon of a {welling which then appeared in his cheek. By the ufe 
of the tincture of gum-guaiacum and generous diet he foon re- 
covered. 


The fituation of the patient at the time I prefcribed 
the cold bath really appeared defperate, and I was convinced 
that no internal medicine, of which we have at prefent any 
knowledge, would have been capable of roufing him from the 
infenfible ftate in which he was. Had I not feared the confe- 
quences of the delay, I fhould have tried mercury ; but I was 
apprehenfive that before I could make it take effect he would 
be too far gone to recover, and that nothing fhort of a remedy 
producing a powerful fhock on his fy{tem could poflibly fave 
him. 


Your friend, &c. 


JAMES MEASE. 


Dr. Joun RepMAN Coxe. 
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Cafe of Convulfions, cured by the Ufe of Blifters. 
By E. Grirrira, M. D. 


Philadelphia, Fuly 1, 1806. 
MV vot 6, 1806, I was called to Mifs M. a young lady 


about thirteen years of age, labouring under violent 
{pafms of the ftomach. Ether and iaudanum were liberally ad- 


‘miniftered, which relieved the complaint for the prefent time. 


7th. I found her better, but affected by fits of the cataleptic 
kind. ‘Thefe fits continued to recur for feveral days, and 
lafted an hour.or longer ; fhe was alfo at times attacked by the 
{pafms in her ftomach, to a moft diftrefling degree. Between 
thefe various affections, fhe complained of debility and frequent 
fenfe of faintnefs. Strong finapifms to the epigaftric region 
entirely removed the fpafms; afla foetida, volatiles, &c. feemed 
to alleviate the other complaints, but did not prevent a return of 
them. She remained quite free from her old convulfive diforder 
all the time. 


Her mother gave me the following hiftory of her difeafe. 
Some time laft fummer fhe was {fo feverely affected by light- 
ning as to be taken up for dead; a few days after this accident, 
convulfions came on, and continued for a confiderable time, at 
intervals of a few days. Very refpectable medical advice was 
had recourfe to, from which fhe received much benefit. 


After recovering, (three or four months back) almoft entirely 
from the complaints brought on by the lightning, fhe received a 
blow on the back part of the head, by the heavy end of a fcrub- 
bing brufh falling from fome height. This ftunned her at the 
time, and foon brought back her convulfions. She pointed out 
the part hurt, a little forenefs remaining {till in it. 
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104 Hamm's Cafe of Hydrocephalus. 


A flight fhow of the catamenia that fhe had fome time ago; 
induced her female friends to refer her complaints to an obftruc- 
tion. ‘The injury done to the head was not regarded as a caufe 
of the prefent diforder by the family. I recommended a divi- 
fion of the fcalp, in the part that had been hurt; but this being 
thought a rough remedy, a blifter was applied over the part, 
and kept open for feveral weeks by drefling with cantharides. 
The complaint continued to return frequently for a week or 
ten days, but evidently lighter every time, till fhe was reftored 
to perfect health, which has been uninterrupted for more than 
two months, although the blifter has been dried up ever fince 
fhe recovered. ‘The catamenia have fince made their appearance 
ina regular and healthy manner. 


No inflammatory fymptoms, except a white tongue, appeared 
during my attendance, and very little was done but the blif- 
tering. 
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Hiftory of a Cafe of Hydrocephalus Internus, in which copious 
Depletion by the Lancet, &'c. was fucce/sfully employed. By Dr. 
Joun Hamw, of Dover, Delaware. 


Dover, Delaware, Fuly 5th, 1806. 


Dear 51k, 

N contemplating fo dreadful a difeafe as the hydrocephalus 
I internus, or internal dropfy of the brain, it feems to be in- 
cumbent on every practitioner of phyfic, to contribute his mite 
to reftore thofe children, who may be afflicted with it, to the 
fond withes of their anxious and affectionate parents and friends. 
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Hamm's Cafe of Hydrocephalus. 105 


If you fhould think the following cafe of that fatal diforder 
entitled to a place in your valuable Medical Mufeum, a friend 
to {cience will be pleafed, and fociety may be benefited. 


From, dear fir, 


Your’s, with refpeét and confideration, 


JOHN HAMM. 
Dr. Jonn ReEpMan Coxe. 





RODNEY FISHER, youngeft fon of John Fifher Efq. of 
this town, aged about feven years, was feized on the l{t of April, 
1805, with unequivocal fymptoms of a dropfy of the brain. 
About fix weeks before he was attacked, he received a violent 
contufion, which I faw myfelf, on his forehead, by falling on 
the frozen ground, which cut him to the bone. This foon 
healed, and he continued in good health till the 1ft of April. 
The fymptoms were as follow: drowfinefs, continual naufea and 
vomiting, high fever, partial delirium, obitinate coftivenefs, 
fevere head-ach, chiefly in the fore part of the head; the head- 
ach alternated with the vomiting; grinding his teeth, picking the 
bed clothes, and ftarting often in his fleep; his pulfe full and 
hard, evidently indicating an inflammatory diathefis of the ar- 
terial fyftem. 


When thefe fymptoms had continued about 24 hours, the 
pupils of his eyes were evidently dilated, one more than the 
other ; the head-ach became more intolerable, the fever more 
raging, the pulfe frequent, the breathing hurried and quick, and 
the face fluthed ; the interrupted flumbers or perpetual reftleff- 
nefs were now fucceeded with a lethargic torpor, eyes half 
clofed, infenfible to the light, the vomiting ceafed, and his 
pulfe now became tenfe and flow. Thefe fymptoms manifett- 
ly indicating an internal dropfy of the brain, I ordered a fmart 


dofe of calomel and jalap, which not operating, he was repeat- 
Vox. III. Q 
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edly gliftered till plentiful evacuations from the bowels were 
produced ; an emetic was adminiftered to cleanfe his ftomach, 
which was irritable with vain efforts to vomit ; afterwards a fu- 
dorific medicine, venefection to 3 8, blifter to the neck, calo- 
mel, two grains every two hours with the intention of produ- 
cing falivation, with ung. merc. fort. externally, on the throat 
thighs and legs till his mouth fhould be affected. The blood 


was very fizy. 


April 2d. Better after venefection, &c. Pulfe rofe and be- 
came full. 


April 3d. Blifters to his temples; complains much of his 
head; mercury, internally and externally, continued, and the 


enema frequently repeated. 


April 4th. No better; fymptoms run high; venefection to Z 8; 
blood as fizy as before; mercury continued, but has produced 
no evident effects upon his fyftem. Evening of the 4th, pulfe 
full and hard; venefeétion to % 6; blood ftill fizy; gave, fol. 
fennz, which operated well ; and appears fomewhat better. 


April 5th. Worfe this morning; the mercury has produced 
no effects upon his fy{tem ; comatofe all day, the pupils of his 
eyes dilated, pulfe foft and quick, which feemed to threaten an 
approaching diffolution. Evening of the 5th, better; pulfe 
more regular fince the laft venefection ; complains ftill of his 
head ; blifter to his forehead, which operated thoroughly ; mer- 
cury externally continued, and pulv. jalap. in repeated {mail 


dofes to increafe evacuations from the bowels. 


April 6th. Better this morning, the calomel has taken fome 
effect upon his gums; the jalap produced two ftools very plen- 
tiful and green, and brought away one large worm; his eyes 
better and more natural, and the pupils fomewhat contracted ;. 
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the epifpaftic to his forehead, which drew well, feemed to have 
done good, and produced an alleviation of the head-ach ; call- 
ed for fomething to eat for the firft time fince he was taken ; his 
eyes have become fenfible to the light; mercury continued, with 


_ pulv. jalap. in the evening. 


7th. Not fo well as yefterday ; coma and reftleffnefs return- 
ed; pulfe a little tenfe and irregular; complains of his head 
again; great irritability of his eyes to the light; no further 
fign of a falivation; his gums are affected ; {tools very fetid 
and green fince the jalap adminiftered laft evening ; prefcribed 
another dofe of calomel and jalap ; operated well, and he was 
not fo comatofe afterwards. 


April 8th. Better this morning ; inclined to eat. 
April 9th. Much better ; ftopped all medicines. 


April 10th. Not fo well this morning ; feverifh and fomewhat 
delirious and comatofe; pulfe flow and very feeble; judged it 


proper to prefcribe tinct. cort. Peruv. opt. comp. with wine and. 


water in a very moderate quantity. 


April 11th. Confiderably better fince the prefcription yefter- 
day, and experienced manifeft benefit ; life feemed to have been 
faved by the medicines ufed ; and bids fair for a fpeedy recovery. 


April 12th. Appetite good; fenfes perfect; pulfe healthy 
and regular. 


April 13th. Recovering ftrength hourly ; eats hearty, fleeps 
found, and goes about the room. | 


July, 1806. This boy has enjoyed good health ever fince. 
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Account of the Ufe of the Volatilé Tin@ure of Guaiacum, in painful 
and obftruéied Menfiruation. By Wm. P. Dewexrs, M. D. 


Fuly 16th, 1806. 
Dear Sir, 


A S few difeafes to which the human female is fubject, 


are more obftinate than painful menftruation, and 
an obftruction of that difcharge, I have been tempted to fend 


you a fhort account of the ufe of the volatile tinCture of guaia- 
cum in thefe difeafes. 


Painful menftruation is a difeafe but too frequent in our 
climate ; whether this arifes from any peculiarity of tempera- 
ture, or from lefs regard being paid to this difcharge, during 
its flow, by our incautious females, I will not pretend to deter- 
mine; but fuch is its frequency and obftinacy, that, it merits 
the particular attention of every practitioner, and more efpeci- 


ally of thofe, who have more immediately this clafs of fufferers 
under their care. 


I fhall not enter into a hiftory of this difeafe, as it is fufh- 
ciently defcribed by Cullen, and other fyftematic writers. I fhall, 
however, advert to one fymptom of this complaint, firft noticed, 
I believe, by Dr. Denman, as it is an important one in its hifto- 
ry; IF mean the difcharge of a kind of membrane during the 
period of the fecretion of the menftrual difcharge. ‘The cafting 
off of this coat is not, however, invariable with women who 
menftruate with difficulty ; but where it has obtained in married 
women, my experience goes to confirm the remark of Dr. 
Denman, that they have been invariably barren. ‘This fymp- 
tom, if I may fo term it, is, I think, more frequent in the 
country than in cities, and in that particular part of the country 
in which J firft fettled,* the women were particularly fubject 


* Abingdon, about 10 miles north of Philadelphia. 
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to it; confequently many in that neighbourhood were barren. 
I had tried a great variety of remedies for this complaint, with- 
out ever in a fingle inftance removing it, until I employed the 
tinc. gum. guaiac. vol.—the only thing, that it appeared could be 
done, was to abate the violence of pain by bleeding, warm bath, 
Jaudanum or camphor. 


After having been a long time baffled in this difeafe, I de- 
termined on the ufe of the medicine juft mentioned. I was 
Jed to its employment, from fuppofing it a rheumatic affection 
which the uterus was labouring under; my reafoning on the 
fubject was fhort, and perhaps fallacious, but the confequences 
of it were certainly favorable—I fuppofed the uterus a muf- 
cular part, performing certain fpecific aCtions important in the 
animal economy, and that during this period, it was but too 
frequently fubjeéted to confiderable variety of temperatures, 
the immediate effet of which for the moft part was, either to 
fupprefs entirely, or very much diminith, the fecretion of the 
menftrual blood, and that in confequence of this, the fame con- 
dition was produced in the uterus, as in any other mufcular part 
improperly expofed ; that is, it became rheumatic. I will not 
pretend to point out in what this confifts, as I believe we have 
not yet a fufficient number of obfervations on parts thus cir- 
cumftanced, to enable us to offer any thing more than conjec- 
ture; I fhall not, therefore, hazard one, more efpecially as the 
term rheumatic, if it does not afcertain the precife {tate of the 
parts, yet fufliciently inftructs the pra¢titioner as to the difeafe 
itfelf, and the nature of the remedy to be employed. With a 
view to obviate or overcome this condition of the uterus, I gave 
the guaiacum, and it has in almoft every inftance, anfwered my 
moft fanguine expectation, nay, at firft, went even beyond it; 
for I did not calculate upon any thing more than relieving the 
great pain of menf{truation ; but I found, that this was no fooner 
removed in married women who had ‘hitherto been barren, 
than they conceived ; of this Icould give many remarkable in- 
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110 Dewees, on the Volatile Tinéture of Guaiacum. 


ftances. In moft of the cafes of barren women, who were af- 
flicted with painful menftruation, there was the cafting off of 
more or lefs of the membranous fubftance juft fpoken of ; when 
this would come away, pain would foon after abate, and pre- 
fently ceafe altogether; but for the moft part, there was no 
abatement in the diftrefling fymptoms until this happened. 
The prefence of this fubftance acts on the uterus like every 
other that becomes an extraneous one, by exciting it to violent 
and painful contractions until the offending caufe is removed. 
The pains attending this complaint are periodical like thofe of 
labour, but more permanent in their continuance, and more 
violent in their degree ; in fome cafes I have witnefled, four or 
five hundred drops of tinct. opii have been given, before the pain 
has been even mitigated: I have known it fometimes attended 
with convulfions, and at others, with moft violent vomitings. 


I have juft obferved, that every cafe of dy{menorrhagia is not 
attended with the difcharge of this membranous-like fubftance; 
this ought to be admitted with fome caution ; and it would be 
more proper, perhaps, to fay, it is not obferved in all cafes, for I 
am inclined to believe the fame difpofition exifts in the uterus, 
only in a leffer degree, and to an extent, that in many inftances 
does not entirely prevent conception ; but the fame remedy is 
equally proper in both cafes. | 


Are there any cafes in which this remedy is not eligible ? 
hitherto I have met with no fuch cafes ; they may exift. 


I begin the ufe of the tincture in the following manner: a 
tea-fpoonful three times a-day, in a glafs of Madeira, Sherry, or 
Lifbon wine; I generally direét it to be taken before each meal, 
and continue it in this way, unlefs it happen to offend the fto- 
mach when taken before breakfaft; in this cafe, I order it an 
hour after. I commence its ufe at any period of the interval be- 
tween each menftruation, but difcontinue it during the dif- 
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charge, but fo foon as this is over the tincture is again given. 
It fometimes requires a perfeverance of three months to effect a 
cure, and during this time, the quantity is to be gradually aug- 
mented to three tea-fpaonfuls at a dofe. Should it prove pur- 
gative, a little laudanum mutt be added to reftrain its effects on 
the bowels ; fhould it not be fufliciently aperient, a little refin 
of jalap may be ufed with it, or the occafional ufe of the oleum 
rieini. 


There are fome women labouring under this complaint, who, 
during the menftrual period, will require blood-letting, and 
fome even during the interval ; it muft therefore be remember- 
ed, that the pulfe be kept fufficiently down during the exhibi- 
tion of the tincture. ‘To thofe who are plethoric, an abftemi- 
ous diet is neceffary, and the occafional ufe of the warm bath 
has been ferviceable. 


Flannel next the fkin, and a ftri& attention to keeping the 
legs and feet warm, are particularly recommended. 


During the flow, bleeding is fometimes neceffary, after which, 
camphor given in the following manner, rarely fails to give im- 
mediate relief : | 


R Gum. camph. 5 j. 

arab. 3 j. 

Sacch. alb. q. s. 

Aqua cinam. fimp. Z j. m. 





one half to be given as foon as pain comes on, and if not re- 
lieved in two hours, the other half is to be given ; which for the 
moft part is fufficient. I have in fome inftances been obliged 
to give laudanum after the camphor, but not often. 
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I will not pretend to account for the operation of the cam- 
phor in this difeafe, but its effects are very remarkable, in not 
only relieving pain, but diminifhing, and in fome cafes entirely 
preventing the difcharge of the membrane. I was taught the 
ufe of this remedy by an old woman who had laboured under 
this complaint, and who in a fit of defperation, in one of its 
paroxyfms, drank a wine-glafs-full of camphorated fpirit, which 
to her great furprife and joy inftantly relieved her ; fince, it has 
been recommended in the above and more elegant form, by a 
gentleman in the Medical and Phyfical Journal. 


In two cafes where I failed with the tincture, hemlock was 
ufeful ; and in one other, the tincture of cantharides gave effec- 
tual relief. 


OF ITS USE IN OBSTRUCTED CATAMENIA. 


I fhall only notice in my account of the ufe of the tin€ture of 
guaiacum jn obftructed menfes, thofe cafes which I think may 
{tri€tly be confidered as chronic, and idiopathic. It has been ufu- 
al, more efpecially of late, to regard obftrudtions of this kind, as 
merely fymptomatic ; an error, I conceive, of fome magnitude, 
When we refle&t on the important, and independent funtions 
the uterus performs, we fhall not hefitate in allowing it difeafes 
peculiar to itfelf, among which we muft regard the amenor- 
rhagia. In this kind only would I recommend the guaiacum as 
a remedy. In difeafes of the fyftem at large, or of any particu- 
lar vifcus, with which the uterus may powerfully fympathife, 
this medicine is not to be depended on, or at leaft not until the 
original difeafe be removed; thus we find in phthifis pulmo- 
nalis, fchirrous liver, &c. that the uterus ceafes many times to 
fecrete the menftrual blood ; in thefe inftances it would be in 
vain to empley the tincture of guaiacum. But where the in- 
terruption to the fecretion has had no other remote caufe than 
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expofure to cold, juft before or after the time for its difcharge, 
or fevers without vifceral obftructions, ‘this remedy, [ can with 
fafety declare, from an experience of fixteen years, never in a fin- 
gle inftance has failed with me: I look upon it more certain than 
bark in an intermittent. After the menfes have failed two or 
three periods, they very rarely return again fpontaneoufly ; if 
negleéted long after this period, they lay the foundation of va- 
rious unpleafant fymptoms, and fometimes of ferious ill health. 
If then a bleeding, a brifk purge, warm teas and warm bath, 
do not reftore them at the firft or fecond accuftomed period, 
we fhould immediately begin the ufe of the guaiacum. In 
fome cafes it is neceflary to prepare the fy{tem as it were for its 
ufe ; that is, with women who are robuft and plethoric : for 
this purpofe blood-letting, purging, and a vegetable diet fhould 
be premifed a few days, or until the fyftem will bear the ftimu- 
lus of the tincture. When the fyftem is thus fitted, it is to be 
given as above directed, for painful menftruation; and with 
the fame precautions and exceptions. It fometimes relieves 
very quickly, at others it will require a perfeverance of five or 


fix weeks, but it rarely employs as much time as the difeafe 
juft fpoken of. 


I have known this remedy in two inftances reftore this dif- 


charge, where it had ceafed three years, and many where it had 
failed more than one. 


As the tincture I prepare is fomething different from the 
tincture of the fhops, I have fubjoined my formula. 


BR Pulv. gum. guaiac. Z viij. 
Carbon. fod. vel potaf. 3 iij. 
Pulv. piment. Z ij. 
Alcohol. dilut. tb ij- 

Dig. : 
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114 Yates, on the Cure of Gonorrhea. 


The volatile {pirit of fal ammoniac to be added, pro re natay 
in the proportion of a drachm to every four cunces of the tinc- 
ture: or lefs or more agreeably to the ftate of the fyftem. 


I am, dear fir, 


Your’s with efteem, 
WILLIAM P. DEWEES. 


Dr. Joon REDMAN Coxe. 














Lxtra& of a Letter from Dr. C. C. Yates, of Albany, to J. 
WoopuovsE, M. D. Profeffor of Chemiftry. 


in the courfe of your travels, you fhould happen to meet 


with the editor of the Medical Mufeum, (I have not the 
pleafure of being acquainted with him) you may give him the 


following information, and if from experience he fhould find 
that I am correct, he may publifh the refult of his experiments. 
Being for the moment poffefled with the idea of the good ef- 
fects fometimes of the ung. precipit. alb. of the Edinburgh 
Difpenfatory, on ulcers, I took the liberty of trying its effect 
in the next cafe of gonorrhea that offered; I took a piece of a 
bougie, dipped the point well in the ointment, and introduced 
it about an inch up the urethra, and turned the ointment in; 
this I ordered to be repeated three or four times a-day after mak- 
ing water. Inthis cafe I fucceeded with the afliftance of a dofe 
of falts. Several I have cured fince, without any internal me- 
dicine whatever. This is certainly a convenient way of curing 
the diforder. I have likewife found that an injeCtion made by 
putting 3 iij. of the elixir vitriol. of the fhops, into a four ounce 
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Sawyer, on Remittent Fever, and Diarrhea, 115 


vial, and filling up with water, to prove a better one than any I 
ever tried. 1 have known both the above remedies to remove 
the complaints in 36 hours, and fometimes not in a week. 


I am, dear fir, 
With fentiments of friendfhip, 


Your obedient fervant. 


CHRIS. C. YATES. 








Account of an irregular Remittent, and Diarrhea. In a Letter 
jrom Dr. Sawyer to Benj. Rusu, M. D. Se. 


Sawyer’s Ferry, (N. C.) April 23d, 179%. 


RESPECTED SiR, 


‘HE cafes which have occafioned me fo much anxiety, 
‘ and in which I moft heartily requeft your advice, feem 
rather to be, a mixture of more than one diforder, than any 
original difeafe of a particular kind. 


The patient is feized with an intermittent fever in the fall, 
which from negledt, ill treatment, or fatigue, generates into an 
irregular flow remittent, or what the people call here an ¢ iz- 
ward fever.” It continues feveral months without any alarm- 
ing fymptom, and hence it is generally neglected. The patient 
is able to attend to the ufual occupations of life, though he is 
generally lazy; the fkin is for the moft part dry and yellowfh ; 
the eyes alfo are of a bilious hue, and the fight in the advanced 
{tage of the difeafe, is fometimes obfcure ; the urine is high 
coloured, and the fpleen fomewhat enlarged though not painful. 
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116 Sawyer, on Remitient Fever, and Diarrhea. 


The pulfe is hurried, never tranquil, though fomewhat na- 
tural in the morning, frequent, {mall, and in one inftance, evi- 
dently tenfe. 


The inteftines at length become irritable, and the patient is 
often interrupted with liquid ftools, produced from the leaft ir- 
regularity ot his drefs or diet ; his bowels, however, without 
much attention again become natural; and without much inatten- 
tion again become affected with diarrhoea, &c. which at length 
becomes fo obftinately permanent as to be of the utmoft griev- 
ance to the patient, and the greateft vexation to the phyfician. 


The patient from the beginning, is haraffed with a hacking 
cough, without much expectoration, which feems to keep pace 
with the diarrhoea: i: prohibits the ufe of the bark in a great 
meature before the diarrhoea, and excludes, or at leaft aflifts with 
the fever to exclude the adminiftration of opium in thediarrhcea. 


To thefe fymptoms may be added, a troublefome palpitation 
of the heart, and ¢ fluttering” as it is called, or rather violent 
commotion of the carotid arteries. ‘The patient at length be- 
comes reduced almoft to a fkeleton, by the conftant difcharges 
from his bowels; by the haraflment of his perpetual cough, 
and by the almoft unabating heat of his fever, until, unable 
longer to bear their united efforts, he finks with fubmiflive com- 
pofure, to his lifelefs fate. 


In no period of this difeafe, have I yet, fir, been able to dif- 
cover a remedy. If evacuants are given before the diarrhoea 
comes on, a large quantity of bile is difcharged, without any 
relief. Ifthe patient takes the bark, it increafes his feverifh 
heat, augments his cough, makes him very reftlefs, and is often 
rejected. If he takes opium, it feldom fufpends his diarrhoea, 
but it often increafes his cough and fever. 
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In the cafe of Dr. Hofmir, a celebrated phyfician of this 
place, with two experienced phyficians, I have ufed without 
fuccefs, all the probable means, which either my reafon or 
imagination could fuggeft. This gentleman, who has a north+ 
ern* conftitution, has been troubled with an “ inward fever,” 
perhaps for eighteen months, and from a multiplicity of bufi- 
nefs, paid little attention to his own malady, until he was inca- 
pable of paying any to his patients. 


When I firft vifited this gentleman, I thought his diarrhoea 
was not alarming, that it was the effect of obftructed perfpira- 
tion, and was in no manner, the primary object; that the 
fever claimed the firft confideration, and that on the removal 
of the fever depended the cure of this diarrhoea. It was in this 
patient I obferved the tenfe pulfe ; and as his diarrhoea was then 
fufpended by his attending phyfician, (I being a confulting one) 
who believed it to be his whole difeafe, I thought exceflive 
action of his arterial fyftem might be reduced by antimonials, 
and the fpafmodic conftriCtion which feemed to pervade the 
whole arterial canal, but was particularly evident on the fur- 
face, might be removed by blifters ; accordingly I prefcribed 
both, with an injunction, that the blifters fhould be repeated 
as foon as the firft were dried. The effects promifed by thefe 
remedies, I thought would have changed his fever to an inter- 
mittent, which would yield readily to the bark ; but guefs at my 
furprife, when, on a fecond vifit, I found that the antimonials 
produced not only areturn of his lax, but a falivation, and fuch 
an indurated {welling of the glands of his throat, that obliged 
his attendants to lay them afide. The blifters removed the 
palpitation of the heart, the commotion of the carotids, but ex- 
cept rendering the pulfe in fome degree more regular, produced 
no confiderable change in his fever. 


* He has refided in this ftaté ten years. 
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Keeping the firft object in view, I ordered four ounces of 
blood to be taken from his arm, which changed his pulfe from 
being tenfe, {mall and frequent, to a foft, full, and much lefs 
frequent pulfe. His {pirits were confiderably dejected, but on 
being told his blood was fizy and fomewhat buffy, he feemed 
perfectly reconciled toa repetition of the operation if it fhould 
be thought neceflary. As he appeared extremely debilitated, 
to keep up the general action of his fyftem, and without in- 
creafing the action of his arterial fyf{tem, I ordered him a wa- 
tery infufion of gentian. 


From this time, I flattered myfelf, I fhould date his recovery; 
his diarrhoea was ftopped, his appetite good, his fever and cough 
both abated, and from his being confined to his room, and al- 
moft conftantly to his bed, he was now able to walk over the 
houfe, and fit up moft of the day. But, alas! my hopes 
were premature, for fome imprudence in his diet or exercife, 
produced a relapfe of ali his diforders ; his diarrhoea was vio- 
lent, and his cough fo exceilive, as to preclude, for feveral days, 
the ufe of aftringents; nay, after his cough moderated, his in- 
teftines had fo far loft their natural tone, as to be infenfible to 
the operation of the ftrongeft aftringents. 


His fever feldom remitted ; his pulfe was never tenfe after the 
bleeding, and although the blifters were again repeated, they 
neither fufpended the diarrhoea, nor produced the leaft change 
in his fever. He died about fifteen days after his relapfe. 


You may judge from this cafe the method I have purfued ge- 
nerally, in the treatment of fuch patients; and although it is 
unfuccefsful, and I can devife none likely to be fuccefsful, I 
{till hope, with your advice, to be able to form a method more 
likely to fave part, of the many of my fellow citizens, who, in 
future, may be attacked with this difeafe, or rather thefe dif- 
erders. 
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Harris? Cure of Phthifis, by Mercury. 119 


I have already loft two valuable patients with this diforder ; 
difcharged a third incurable, becaufe he was ungovernable, and 
have a fourth, who I expeét will die every day ; fhe being much 
emaciated, having a perpetual diarrhoea, and her bowels being 
fufceptible of no change, which the adminiftration of the {trong- 
eft fimple or combined aftringents have always been known 
to produce. 


Believe me, 
With the profoundett refpeét, 
Your obedient fervant, 


M. E. SAWYER. 
To Dr. B. Rusu. 
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Cafe of Phthifis Pulmonalis, cured by Mercury. By Dr. 
WitiiamM Harris. 


Belle-Fort, September 20th, 1808. 


Dear Sir, 


ig is with heart-felt joy, I now have the fatisfaction of in- 
forming you of the faiutary effect of your prefcription in 
pulmonary confumption, the fubjeét of which is myfelf. Laft 
{pring, I was attacked with phthifis pulmonalis, from being ex- 
pofed thoughtlefsly to a current of air, when in a full perfpira- 
tion from exercife in the garden; I was in a great heat, and 


the {weat dripping from me when I opened my breaft, bare to 
the frefh breeze then blowing ; the effect was a fudden chill, 
pain in my breaft, wheezing, cough, and foon after expe¢tora- 
tion, with copious night fweats, which wore me down to a 


mere fkeleton; I had no profpect of fubduing the difeafe, but 
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120 Harris’ Cure of Phthifis, by Mercury. 


looked forward for it to end only with my life ; when, about 
three weeks fince, I was affected, after being expofed to cold, 
with a violent peripneumony, from which I had little profpeét 
of recovery. In this fituation your letters occurred to me 
written in the Medical Repofitory. I was determined at all 
events to try the effect : danger from the violence of the dif- 
eafe would not admit the gradual procefs of the calomel; I 
took it as copioufly as I could bear it, and rubbed on the mer- 
curial ointment on my fide and thighs, at the fame time bled 
copioully, 30 ounces a-day, for feveral days ; bliftered the whole 
breaft, depleted in every poflible manner, to give the mercury 
liberty to operate ; in 48 hours it anfwered the purpofe, as foon 
as my mouth got fore, the pains gradually left me, cough 
ceafed, expectoration abated, and every pulmonary fymptom 
began to difappear. I had expectorated nearly, in fome days, 
half a pint, and coughed ineeflantly ; now, I cough none of any 
confequence, and do not expectorate more than two or three 
times in the day, and that with eafe; my appetite has returned, 
and every profpect of health is great. 


Whether I fhould continue the ptyalifm, or ufe tonics, I 
am rather at alofs to know; my debility is very great, not being 
able yet to walk alone. I can fit up a little. From the violence 
of the peripneumony in a great meafure, I carried the {pitting 
to upwards of two quarts daily for fome time; now I do not 
fpit more than half a pint, and feel quite well; and fhould I not 
get cold, I believe no doubt remains, but that the mercury has 
conquered the diteafe which I believe nothing elfe yet known 
could have done; and for the difcovery and publication of 
which, I acknowledge myfelf indebted to you for the refcue of 
my life. May God blefs you. | 


I am with deep gratitude, 


WILLIAM HARRIS. 
Dr. Benj. Rusx. 
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a 4 

| % Succe/sful Ufe of the Nitric Acid in a chronic Complaint, with a : 
y few Remarks. By Joun C. OrTo, M. D. i 
a ISS , aged about 17, of a delicate form, and na- i 
Be 7 \3 
e turally of a fallow complexion, but who had always en- | 

4 joyed a good {tate of health without having the appearance of it, + 


went into the country in the autumn of 1799, to avoid the Yel- 
| low Fever. During her abfence, her face and whole perfon 
. very gradually aflumed a yellow afpedt like a perfon in a flight 
: attack of jaundice, but fhe remained entirely free from pain or 
fever ; her appetite became more delicate; fhe was unufually 
fatigued upon taking her ordinary exercife, and became very 
coftive in her habit. 





ie ne 
>. .s 


ee 


Thefe fymptoms increafed fomewhat in the enfuing winter ; 
every fudden movement or confiderable exertion being attend- 





4 ed with palpitations of the heart and vertigo; fhe flept, how- 
; ever, very well, and when the weather permitted, fhe took gen- 
1 tle exercife and vifited her friends. 

eq Free from pain and fever, and fond of fociety, fhe did not 


fubje&t herfelf at firft to thofe reftritions, which were necef- 
fary in a habit fo fenfible to impreflions as hers had become ; 
e fhe found at length, from experience, that fhe mutt keep a re- 
{traint upon her feelings, which were naturally lively, to pre- 
vent the effect of any fudden exertion their indulgerice might 
produce. 


In the {pring fhe was rather better, and although delicate, 
was fufficiently well to undertake an excurfion to New England, 
where fhe had an extenfive family connexion, and much expec- 
tation was derived from the effect of a change of air, and fre- 
quent gentle exercife. She confulted a medical gentleman 


; during her abfence, who advifed the €old bath, but fhe was 
a Vo. Il. Q 
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very foon obliged to difcontinue it, as 7 left her chilly and fee- 
ble, her fyftem not having reacted, and an hour ufually elapfed 
before her natural feelings were reftored to her. 


Her ftrength was improved by the vifit, but an unpleafant 
fwelling flightly commenced, firft in her feet and ancles, then 
in the body, and afterwards in her face and hands, difcovering 
that her complaint, although it might have been retarded by the 
jaunt during the fummer, was {till progrefling. Thefe {well- 
ings were flight and tranfient, and after remaining a few days, 
would entirely difappear, and return again in a fhort time, 
without any aflignable caufe ; they were more particularly con- 
fined to the feet, and were greateft in the evening. 


Her general indifpofition increafed in the enfuing winter 
after her vifit to New England, fo that fhe was rather more de- 
licate than fhe had been at any previous time : during all this 
period, fhe took only a few domeftic remedies which her mo- 
ther thought proper to prefcribe, and fome that her coftive ha- 
bit rendered neceflary. In the fpring fhe was ‘rather worfe, 
and in the beginning of fummer I was confulted: her pulfe 
was weak but not febrile, her whole fyftem difcovering marks 
of debility, with perhaps fome derangement in the fun€tions of 
the liver, arifing probably from torpor, for fhe never complain- 
ed of the leaft pain upon preiling it. After taking two or 
three emetics, fhe went into a healthy part of the country and 
paffed the fummer there, ufing gentle exercife, and occafionally 


on horfe-back. 


T adminiftered during the fummer various tonic medicines, 
and from the obftinacy of the difeafe, I had an opportunity of 
trying a great variety of them ; fhe began with the ruft of iron, 
joined with a bitter and an aromatic, afterwards Peruvian bark 
in various forms, and united with bitters, elixir vitriol, wine 
bitters, fuch as camomile, quaffia, columbo, gentian, Virginia: 
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{nake-root, &c. Her ftrength was rather diminifhing, and her 
menfes, which had hitherto been tolerably regular, ceafed dur- 
ing her abfence in the country. After her return, I applied 
feveral blifters in fucceffion to the region of the liver, and con- 
tinued the tonic treatment, fhe remaining ftill free from fever 
and pain; fhe was then put under a gentle courfe of mercury, 


keeping up the falivation three weeks, and fupporting her 


ftrength with any kind of nourifhing diet her ftomach would 
bear; but this plan had no effet in arrefting the progrefs of her 
complaint. Her weaknefs and difpofition to faint increafed, 
and the fwellings before mentioned became fo confiderable that 
fome of her friends conceived her far gone in a general dropfy, 
and fuppofed that this was the difeafe in which her long pre- 
vious indifpofition was to terminate. 


Her ftrength gradually decaying, fhe was by the middle of 
winter, confined to her chamber, and foon afterwards to her 
bed, being unable to walk acrofs the floor without being ex- 
haufted, and troubled with palpitations of the heart, and fhe 
fainted feveral times, merely by attempting to turn rather fud- 
denly inbed. The leaft noife agitated her, and the whole train 
of nervous fymptoms increafed to fuch a degree that we fup- 
pofed her life would be continued but a few days. 


Having tried to confiderable extent the tonic plan of treat- 
ment, which I fuppofed ‘was fuited to her complaint, I looked 
forward almoft with defpair to a favourable iffue of it, being 
determined however to perfevere while life remained, and to 
give the confolation of attempting to afford relief, I refolved 
at length to ufe the nitric acid ; fixty drops of it diluted with a 
pint of water or as much as would prevent its being too ftrong, 
were ordered to be taken in the courfe of twenty-four hours, 
and fo far from the ftomach being oppreffed by the quantity, 
its tone was rather improved, and the dofe was gradually in- 
creafed to feventy-five drops a day. After perfevering in its 
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ufe three days, fhe was rather better, which gave fome encou- 
ragement to perfift, and at the end of one week, her appetite 
and itrength were certainly improved, her difpofition to faint 
was leis frequent, the palpitations abated, and fudden noife did 


not agitate her as much as before. 


The improvement from this time was regular and rapid, her 
complexion became lefs fallow and more natural ; her menfes 
returned at the end of two months, during all which period fhe 
took the nitric acid, and her health when fhe difcontinued the 
medicine was better than it had been for two years. Fearing a 
flight relapfe, fhe took the fucceeding winter two ounces of the 
acid, and has ever fince enjoyed a good ftate of health. 


The medicine produced no falivation or unpleafant tafte in 
her mouth ; but fhe imagined it changed the colour of her hair, 
for fhe afcribed the alteration in it to the medicine, it having 
become much lighter, and has continued fo ever fince. 


Perceiving the effect of the nitric acid in this cafe, I have oc- 
cafionally ufed it fince, not only where I fuppofed the liver to be 
affected, but as a general tonic. My experience has been va- 
rious, but it appears to be efpecialiy fuited to thofe cafes of 
chronic hepatitis, where mercury has been exhibited without 
producing a complete cure, or where the pulfe and general 
weak ftate of the fyftem do not admit of this eventually debili- 
tating medicine. Obferving it generally to produce an effec 
on the ftomach, increafing its tone and improving its natural 
functions, I have employed it in two inftances as a tonic, where 
elixir vitriol, columbo, quaflia, chamomile flowers, bark and 
ruft of iron, &c. had failed, and have relieved with it, acute 
pains in the head and cheft, that appeared to be the effect of a 
delicate nervous {fyftem and not of inflammation, after having 
been difappointed in various remedies that are ufually adminif- 
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tered in fuch cafes. My experience, however, has not been 
fufficiently great to form with certainty any general conclu- 
fions, or to point out in what cafes, it may with confidence be 
relied on, but I have learned it is a valuable medicine, and may 
be employed in fome complaints in which it has not heretofore 
been given. 


JOHN C. OTTO. 








An Oration delivered before the Medical Society of South-Caroli- 
na, at their Anniverfary Meeting, December 24th, 1805. By 
FREDERICK Datcuo, M. D. Secretary of the Sxiety, Sc. 


GENTLEMEN, 


GREEABLY to the rules of our fociety, it is the duty 
A of our Prefident to nominate a member “to prepare 
and record, at each anniverfary, a review of the weather and 
difeafes of .the current year,“ together with fuch medical 
obfervations as may appear to him to be ufeful, and connected 
with the objects of the inftitution.”. He has done me the 
honour to nominate me for the prefent anniverfary. I could 
have wifhed his choice to have faiien upon fome perfon more 
worthy of this diftinguifhed honour; upon one, whofe capaci- 
ous mind, illumined by the rays of {cience, could have rendered 
his fubjeét more worthy of your attention ; who could have 
recorded the medical occurrences of the pafling year, in lan- 
guage {uited to the dignity of his theme. 


Little accuftomed to write upon medical fubjects, I have 
only been induced to acquiefce in the nomination, by my fin- 


* It is much to be wifhed that fuch modes of information were more common; 
e . . ¢ . ad 
inafmuch as they contain a large proportion of facts, important to the Medical 
Hiftory of our country. Editor. 
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cere defire to contribute every talent which I poffefs, to the fer- 
vice of our fociety, and to the advancement of our profeflion. 
Before an audience fo impofing I fhould ftand abathed, did I 
not feel confcious of receiving your candid indulgence. 


In taking a general review of the paft year, our firft attention 
is drawn to the very remarkable degree of health which pre- 
vailed through it. While embattled legions ftained the blood- 
polluted foil of the eaftern continent ; while the ocean treme 
bled with the dread explofion of conflicting fleets, and was 
crimfoned with human gore ; while the bloody, murderous bu- 
finefs of butchering our fellow creatures, was brought within 
fight of our peaceful doors ;* while the foul fiend of petti- 
lence was ravaging our northern cities, and death was ftalking 
every where abroad ;--We, exempt from the deftructive evils 
of war and difeafe, and blefled with a harveft of the richeft 
plenty, have felt not the diftrefles of our lefs fortunate brethren. 
To Him to whom the feafons are tributary, and to whom the 
{word and peftilence are but avenging meflengers, be our 


thanks moit gratefully and moft humbly offered. 


The viciflitudes of the weather which occurred in the month 
of January, were greater than is remembered for upwards of 
twenty years. The genial warmth of fpring, was, oftentimes, 
fuddenly fucceeded by the winter’s deepeft gloom. Our con- 
ftitutions, unprepared for this rapidity of changes, fuffered 
from the diminution of the temperature of the atmofphere, 
and catarrhs, pleurifies and rheumatifms were the confequence; 


* The Britith thip Efser, Carr. Invinc, with a pilot on board, was captur- 
ed within view of this city, on the fourth of November 1805, by the French 
privateer Creole, CAp1. BurGMAN. Captain Irving made a brave refiftance, 
and after lofing feveral of his men and having many wounded, he ordered the 
colours tu be ftruck, and retired into his cabin, where he was inhumanly butch- 
ered by the privateerfmen. 
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but not in a greater number than was ufual at that feafon. 
Some cafes of bilious pleurify were likewife obferved. 


The mercury, in Fahrenheit’s thermometer, on the 10th 
was at 69°, and fell to 22° on the following day. On the 
19th it had fallen 16° fince the preceding evening ; and on the 
21ft, 13°. Onthe 22d it was lower than it had been for ma- 
ny years; out of doors it fell to 16° above 0. On the 25th 
it rofe 15° fince the preceding day. The fall of rain in this 
month was two inches and three tenths. 


The weather throughout all the ftates, was unufually fevere 
and tempeftuous in the month of February. Along the whole 
extent of our fea coaft, nothing but very heavy gales of wind 
prevailed. Many veffels were loft, and thofe which efcaped 
the fury of the elements, were miferably diftrefled by very long 
paflages. On the fifth of the month the mercury was at 62°, 
when ice was feen in the fuburbs of the city three inches in 
thicknefs. 


The viciflitudes in the weather were very great, in a few hours 
varying from uncomfortable warmth to intenfe cold—and, 
what has not occurred for many years, there were feven days 
in the courfe of the month, when the hygrometer indicated a 
dry ftate of the atmofphere. The month of February, general- 
ly, was healthy. Catarrhal complaints, rheumatifms, pleuri- 
fies, fcarlatina anginofa, and cynanche maligna were obferved, 
but were few in number. 


Notwithftanding the very extraordinary renewal of vegeta- 
tion in the fall of laft year, after the hurricane, the trees were 
in bloom the beginning of March.* 


* The hurricane which commenced on Friday the 7th September 1804, and 
continued until the Sunday morning following, completely deftroyed vegetation 
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The month of March, generally, was healthy ; a few cafes of 
pleurify, inflammatory fore throat, and natural {mall pox were 
the only difeafes. On the 15th of the month, there was a 
very heavy hoar froft. The hygrometer marked fix dry days 
during this month. Indeed, the whole month may be termed 
dry, ‘as it rained but on three days, during which there fell 
only one inch and three and a-half tenths. 


The firft two weeks in the month of April were dry, and 
very unpleafant, from the quantity of duft and fand which 
was con{tantly fufpended in the atmofphere, by the ftrong 
weftwardly and fouth-weftwardly winds, which prevailed. 
No rain had fallen from the 6th of March to the 14th of 
April. The dry weather was fucceeded by cholera morbus, 
which foon became very prevalent, but was not attended with 
any confiderable mortality. Natural fmall-pox {till prevailed, 
from which two deaths occurred. Catarrhs, chicken-pox and 
intermittents were alfo prevalent. 


The weather in the month of May was unufually cold for 
the feafon, particularly on the 26th and 27th, when the mer- 
cury was down to 72°. On thofe days the weather was fo 
raw and uncomfortable that many families had fire in their 
houfes. The prevailing difeafes were dyfentery, cholera mor- 
bus, cholera infantum, pneumonia, chicken-pox, natural fmall- 
pox, intermittents and {carlatina anginofa; the laft of which 
was very mild and terminated favourably. 


in and about the city. It was, probably, occafioned by the falt fpray which was 
raifed and carried by the wind, for the trees were covered with faline particles, 
and appeared-as if they had been dipped into hot water. They however foon 
revived and were covered with new foliage, bloffomed as in. the f{pring, and ir 
November, there was a fecond crop of feveral kinds of fruit. 
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In the month of May it was determined by the fociety, to 
appropriate their lot of land for a tefm of years, for the pur- 
pofe of eftablifhing a botanic garden. There is not, Iam 
fure, a gentleman prefent, who will not rejoice with me in the 
extenfive profpect which is opened in the field of natural hifto- 
ry, by the eftablifhment of the botanic garden of South-Caro- 
lina, under the aufpices of this fociety- It will enrich our 
country with the moft valuable and rare, as well as ufeful ve- 
getable productions, of every foreign clime, and make us ac- 
quainted with the virtues of our own. When ftraying in the 
fields or enjoying the fhade in our woods, the rich beauties of 
Flora, which every where beam upon our eyes, will become 
our familiar acquaintances; their habits and ufes; their family 
and kindred; their companions and affociates will become 
known tous. ‘To trace the Almighty Artift’s hand in the me- 
chanifm of the parts of fruétification, and there view the won- 
derful and efficient means by which they continue their like- 
nefs; to trace the wonderful perfection which exifts in the 
meaneft weed or blade of grafs, muft exalt our fouls to Him, 
whofe wifdom planned, and whofe almighty fiat made them ; 
whofe beneficence has blefled his creatures with fuch an 
abundant and inexhautftible ftore of ufefulnefs and beauty, in 
the works of his creation. 


The unufual degree of cold which prevailed during the early 
part of the f{ummer, can only be accounted for, by the diffolu- 
tion of thofe enormous bodies of floating ice, which have been 
met with in our latitude. 


This brings to my recollection, an obfervation which is 
made by the learned Darwin in fome of his works, that it 
would redound infinitely more to the honor of the great mari- 
time powers of Europe, to employ their numerous fleets in 
towing thefe immenfe mountains of ice into the warmer lati- 
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tudes, than by employing them in each other’s deftruction, It 
is an obfervation which {prings from the fineft feelings of a be- 
nevolent heart, rich in. goodnefs towards its fuffering fellow 
creatures, and pleafed with the flattering hope of doing good 
to fociety: but it will avail nothing. When will the great 
monarchs of the world be governed by the nobler motives of 
public good and public benevolence, rather than by the vain 
defire of extending their territories, and rendering themfelves fa- 
mous in arms ? When will they believe that the blood of a fellow 
creature is of richer value, than whole acres of ground? And 
when wiil they believe, that the riches of a nation confifts in its 
population and health, rather than in its boundaries ? Never, I 
am afraid. But until then, conflicting fleets will be expofed 
in dread array for the deftruction of the human fpecies; and 
the fword, peftilence and famine be ufed as inftruments for 
the aggrandizement of an individual. 


‘The month of June. was, generally, healthy. Bowel com- 
plaints among children, natural fmall-pox and fcarlatina angi- 
nofa, {till continued to be prevalent. From the quantity of 
rain which had fallen, there were many cafes of intermittent 
fever. On the 6th of June there was a violent {quall of wind 
and hail, which beat down the eaftern end of the lazaretto 
on Sullivan’s Ifland. On the 13th, large iflands of ice were 
met with, a few degrees to the northward of our latitude. 


In the month of July, the complaints among children be- 
came increafed in number and mortality; many fell victims to 
cholera infantum and worms. Scarlatina anginofa and natural 
{mall-pox {till prevailed. Dyfentery, intermittents and remit- 
tents were frequently met with, and pleurify was likewife ob- 
ferved. A fatal cafe of apoplexy is recorded in our books on 
the 14th, when the mercury was no higher than 88°. The 
number of intermittents in the different cemeteries in the month 
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of July, were 39 whites and 93 blacks; of which 28 were 
new negroes, 


The month of Auguft was unufually healthy for the feafon, 
though a few cafes of yellow fever were noted. _ Bilious re- 
mittent and intermittent fevers, with natural fmall-pox, were 
the difeafes moft prevalent. It rained on ten days in this 
month, and thundered on eleven. Fewer deaths occurred in 
this month, than in the laft. There were interred 47 whites and 
51 blacks, of whom 17 were Africans. 


In the month of September nine inches of rain fell, which 
cooled the air fo much, that the thermometer was _ no higher 
than 86°, which is lower than it has been in any September 
fince the year 1799. Eaftwardly winds prevailed. 


The yellow fever prevailed in the city much lefs than in 
former years. Natural {mall-pox, dyfentery and fcarlatina an- 
ginofa were more prevalent. ‘The north-weftern fuburbs of 
the city were unhealthy, intermittents generally prevailing, 
which readily yielded tothe ufual treatment. But, in this dif- 
eafe, the mineral folution of arfenic, has been uniformly found 
decidedly preferable to the bark. 


The yellow fever is either a refleCtion upon our talents, ora 
proof of the imbecility of our art. It appals the heart of the 
boldeft phyfician, and plunges the moft experienced judgment 
into uncertainty and difmay. It equally mocks the efforts of 
the enlightened phyfician, and the random prefcriber of medi- 
cated noftrums. 


Eleven cafes of this fever fell under my care. It has been 
believed, at leaft it has been aflerted, by fome medical men in 
this city, that it is neceflary for the exiftence of black-vomiting, 
ufually fo denominated, and fubfequent death, to entitle the 
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difeafe to the name of yellow fever. I fhould juft as foon 
think it neceflary, that both bones in the leg fhould be fra€tur- 
ed, in order to entitle it to the appellation of a broken leg, as 
to believe it neceflary, that every fymptom, which at different 
times does take place, fhould exift in every cafe of this difeafe. 
We know that the ague and fever has received the nofological 
title of febris intermittens, yet, every cafe of intermittent fever 
is not preceded by an ague. We know that in almoft every 
difeafe with which we are acquainted, that fymptoms not only 
vary in their appearance and force, but that fometimes, the 
variation is fo great as even to lead to a doubt of the identity of 
the difeafe. | 


During the prevalence of our endemic, almoft every inflam- 
matory difeafe partakes, more or lefs, of the nature of this great 
fcourge of fociety ; and, to prefcribe with fuccefs, it is necef- 
fary to have this conne¢tion in view. Even the circumftance 
which has very improperly given the name to this difeafe, is 
not always an attendant, although black-vomiting may exift, 
and the patient die. A yellownefs of the fkin is not always 
prefent. I have loft patients, in preceding fummers, in 
whom this mark did not exift, and therefore, it is not a cha- 
racteriftic of the difeafe, efpecially as it often takes place in 
other difeafes. ‘The characteriftic fymptoms, which, in my 
mind, mark the yellow fever, are, a wildnefs of expreffion in 
the eyes from their inflammation and apparent protrufion; a 
pain and fenfe of heat in and over the eyes: thefe fymptoms, 
as far as my obfervation extends, are always prefent; a pain 
or forenefs in the ftomach on preffure frequently occurs, but 
not always. With thefe, feveral of the other fymptoms of fever 
exift ; fuch as a dry parched fkin, pain in the back, calves of 
the legs, &c. From thefe confiderations, I am of opinion that 
ENDEMIAL cAUusus, according to Dr. Mofely, is a more appro- 
priate name for this difeafe, than Synochus Icteroides or Yellow 


Fever. 
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The cafes of caufus which fell under my care laft fummer, 
were unaccompanied with black-vomiting, even in thofe which 
proved mortal. In thofe there was a confiderable degree of 
irritability of the ftomach, which fometimes produced ineftec- 
tual efforts to vomit. Bliftering, I knew from experience 
would relieve this; but I wifhed to afcertain the eflicacy of alka- 
lies in preventing vomiting, when ufed from the commencement 
of the difeafe, and before this diftrefling fymptom had taken 
place. With this view, I directed, after every dofe of medicine, 
a wine-glafs-full of /ime-water, either by itfelf, or mixed with 
an equal quantity of milk. No vomiting took place. If the 
non-occurrence of black-vomiting in thefe cafes is to be attri- 
buted to the alkali neutralifing the feptic acid which exifts in 
the ftomach in this difeafe, then we mutt infer, that the confe- 
quent inflammation, which bliftering relieves, is the effect of 
this acid ating upon the tender coats of the ftomach, and, 
therefore, by rendering this acid a tertium quid, the caufe of a 
moft diftrefling and troublefome fymptom is removed. Alka~ 
lies given from the commencement, would, therefore, certainly 
be attended with advantage. 


One of the patients whom I loft, was a {trong athletic man 
of 25 years of age, an European, only four months in the city. 
From the ftrength of his conftitution, and from the irregularity 
of his living, without fuffering much inconvenience therefrom, 
he affected to hold the faculty in contempt. He difregarded 
the advice of his more prudent friends, and laughed at the con- 
cern which many of them took in his welfare. He would of- 


tentimes expofe himfelf to the burning rays of our mid-day fun, 


and {pend the night in diffipation and riot. He died onthe 5th 
day of the difeafe. He had taken 362 grains of calomel; had 
3 ij. of calomel rubbed in his gums, and 2 iv. of {trong mercu- 
rial ointment rubbed into his legs and thighs; and he wore 
focks filled with the fame; he had likewife Z viij. given him by 
injection. Not the leaft feetor was obfervable in his breath, nor 
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the {malleft inflammation in his gums. I took from him in the 
courfe of 18 hours, five pints and an half of blood, by meafure. 
He became yellow on the third day. 


Another patient whom I loft, became yellow on the 3d day, 
and on the 4th, had petechial fpots; it became typhoid, and 
terminated fatally on the feventh day. 


The endemial caujus prevails moft in low flat countries, 
where there is much ftagnant water, and from whence there 1S, 
in hot weather, a rapid decompofition of animal and vegetable 
matter. It prevails more to the fouthward of New York than 
to the northward of it. But what peculiarities exift which fub- 
ject the inhabitants of Philadelphia and New York to the ra- 
vages of this difeafe, and in Charlefton only the {trangers, is a 
matter of ferious phyfiol: gical inveftigation. It rarely affects 
the natives, or thofe who have been here for two or three years. 
On the fubje& of its origin no doubt remains. We have 
abundant fources of it among ourfelves, without having re- 
courfe to importation. ‘This is now happily exploded. 


The treatment of endemial caufus, is yet a defideratum in 
medicine. The whole Materia Medica has been ranfacked for 
remedies, as diverfified in their effects as in their form and 
number. ‘To read in the public prints, the many attefted cafes 
of the efficacy of particular remedies in this difeafe, would lead 
us to believe it to be one of the moft eafily cured of any which 
affli€t our fellow creatures. Dreadful as the duplicity of the 
people is, in fuffering themfelves to be cheated out of their ex- 
iftence, by the ufe of boafted trifles, yet, it is equally dreadful 
when the type of the difeafe is miftaken even by regular prac- 
titioners. When they believe that a putrid diathefis pervades 
the fy{tem, and that it is undergoing a rapid diforganization 
from putrefaction ; when they believe that the powers of life 
are weakened by the direct application of debilitating caufes, 
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and when they prefcribe cordial and tonic remedies to fupport 
the vigour of life, by reftoring the fuppofed loft tone of the 


fyftem. 


On the contrary, happy indeed muft that patient be, who 
feels confcious that he has fallen into the hands of a phyfician, 
upon whofe mind the new and luminous doctrines of our pro- 
feffion beam with the brighteft luftre; in whom the prejudice 
of education, and the veneration of great names, have ceafed 
to mar his judgment. Who views fever as an unit, and the 
confequence of the application of ftimuli; and, who believes 
the fuppreffed pulfe, which we fometimes feel at the commence- 
ment of the difeafe, to be owing to an excefs of ftimulus, and 
that the increafed excitement in the mufcular fibres of the arte- 
ries prevents their dilation; who knows that by exhaufting the 
excitability, by copious and rapid depletion, that exceflive ac- 
tion muft fubfide, and that as the morbid a¢tion of the fy{tem 
diminifhes, the healthful powers of life will rife and affert their 
conquering pre-eminence. ‘The enlightened phyfician, with 
this theory imprefled upon his mind, muft reject the ufe of 
tonics and cordials, and fly tor fafety and fuccefs to debilita- 
ting powers ; he relieves the opprefled fy{tem of the burden of 
morbid excitement ; he reduces the action of the circulating 
{fyftem to its natural ftandard, and fortifies the healthful point, 
by tranquillizing the general commotion. 


Is there a phyfician who would hefitate to abftract large and 
repeated quantities of blood from a patient feized with pneu- 
monia? Would he not, by every means in his power, endeavour 
to leflen the inflammatory a¢tion of the fyftem ? and is there 
not, in every cafe of endemial caufus, the moft marked fymp- 
toms of exceflive inflammation pervading the whole fy{tem, 
particularly evidenced by the affe‘tion of the eyes and head ? 
Then purfue the fame mode of treatment, and in caw/us leflen 
the inflammation, by bleeding and purging as copioufly and as 
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frequently as the violence of the a€tion requires. Strong mer- 
curial purges are bef{t calculated to produce this effect, for they 
diffolve the refin of the bile and empty the lymphatic. veffels. 
After the difcharge of that abominably foetid, bilious matter 
which is generally produced by purging in this difeafe, if a fuf- 
ficient quantity of mercury can be given to affect the falivary 
glands, the patient is generally relieved. I fay generally, for I 
have feen an inftance of dea. t. king place in a young man 
whom I was called to on the fourth day of the difeafe, and 
who was in a falivation from his own prefcription for /wes. 


That mercury, after complete evacuations, affords greater 
fuccefs than any other plan which has been purfued, I believe, 
at this day admits of little doubt. But, it muft alfo be acknow- 
ledged that it very often fails. ‘To what principle does mer- 
cury owe its good effects in this difeafe ? Is it to its oxygen ? 
There are other fubftances which contain it in larger propor- 
tion, and part with it more readily. Befides, can the quantity 
contained in a few grains of calomel, which we know often- 
times to produce falivation, be fufficient to oxygenate the fyf- 
tem? Tobacco, and a variety of other vegetables are fiala- 
gogues, but they would not, I believe, procure relief in this 
difeafe. Is it owing to the metal ? This cannot be the cafe, 
for ounces may be fwallowed without any other effect than 
what is produced by its preflure. ‘To what-principle then, can 
it be owing? It has no effec in this difeafe until after the action 
of the arterial fy{tem is completely reduced. It would then 
feem to exercife its power moft forcibly upon the lymphatic 
fyftem. ‘The action of thefe veffels' and general abforption is 
increafed, and their contents largely evacuated. But fomething 
elfe muft be done, or little or no advantage would refult from 
it. Mr. Hunter’s theory, that two difeafed ations cannot ex- 
ift in the fyftem at the fame time, but that the greater muft 
overcome the lefs, is ftri€tly true ; but even this is not fuflicient 
to account for the effects of mercury in this as well as in other 
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difeafes, for we have feen inftances of recovery under very dif- 
ferent and oppofite treatment. The only mode of afcertaining 
it would be, to give fome other fubftance which contains a 
much larger proportion ‘of oxygen, and which parts with it 
more readily than mercury; as the oxygenated water of the 
French chemifts, for example. ‘The cafe read before this fo- 
ciety on the 1{t Oétober, 1802, by my friend Dr. Auld, goes 
far to prove, that vital air is fufficient to fubdue this terrific 
fcourge and peft of the human race. | If our fociety was to un- 
dertake a critical examination of the nature of this difeafe, and 
the remedies beft adapted to its cure, it would do itfelf honour, 
and render to pofterity an effential fervice. I muft candidly 
confefs that I am at a lofs to account for the modus operandi 
of mercury in this difeafe; at leaft fatisfactorily to my own 
mind. Experiments, and future obfervations and experience, 
mutt relieve the uncertainty. 


In the month of September, there were 125 interments ; 64 
of which were of white perfons, and 61 of black; and of the 
black, 23 were new negroes. 


Inthe month of Ofober, a few cafes of endemial caufus oc- 
curred in the city. One of the cafes as recorded on our Jour- 
nal, occurred in a child of 18 months old, who had efcaped the 
difeafe the preceding fummer. Another child, who had never 
been in the city, died of the difeafe in Cannonfborough. Na- 
tural {mall-pox and dyfentery alfo prevailed. 


In confequence of the heavy rains which fell in the month of 
September, and filled all the pools and holes in the vicinity of 
the city, the inhabitants in the weftern fuburbs were, generally, 
afflicted with intermittents. Nine inches of rain fell in Sep- 
tember. In this month there were 55 white perfons buried, and 
63 blacks; and of thefe 22 were Africans, 
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~The month of November, generally, was healthy ; inflamma- 
tory fore throat, catarrhal fevers, {mall-pox, natural and inocu- 
lated, croup and rheumatifms were noticed on our journal. In 
the beginning of November, the fruit trees were in bloom. 


The rapid improvement of our city, both in buildings and 
gardens, as well as in the filling up of many pools of ftagnant 
water, has, and will continue to decreafe the caufes of difeafe. 
More attention is now paid by the police, to the cleanlinefs of 
the {treets and drains, and much good has already refulted 


therefrom. 


The hotteft days which we have had fince our laft anniver- 
fary, were in the month of Auguft. ‘The mercury on the 16th, 
rofe up to 91°. The mean heat was 84°. On the 10th of 
July it rofe to 91°, but the month, generally, was cooler. The 
coldeft day was on the 22d January, when the mercury, out of 
doors, funk to 16°, wind at north-weft. The mean degree of 
heat during the year was 59°.—Lefs rain has fallen in this 
year than in the laft; there fell 36 inches and ,.,ths.—Lefs 
thunder occurred than in the preceding year.— he prevailing 
winds, were N. E. and S. W.—There were 17 days in the year 
when the hygrometer indicated a dry ftate of the atmofphere. 


The fickly months may be arranged in the following order, 
July, September, October and Auguft. The aggregate num- 
ber of deaths in thofe months was 473; but as 90 of thofe 
were new negroes, whofe complaints are peculiar to themfelves, 
and who, for the honor of humanity, I hope will not always 
be admitted among us; they do not go to prove the unhealthi- 
nefs of the city. [he number, therefore, ought to be 383 in 
the four fickly months, which is a fraction over three a-day. A 
very trifling number in a city, whofe population is about 20,000. 
From the church records it appears, that 34 deaths from endemi- 
al caufus occurred laft {ummer; 2 in Auguft, 21 in Septem- 
ber, and 11 in October. 
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‘The yeat 1805 is remarkable for the deaths of many aged 


perfons. 
Mrs. Cordes, aged 80 Mrs. Johnfon, aged 65 
Mr. Carnes 76 Dr. Symmes 60 
“Mr. Chambers 60 Mr. Paxton 91 
Mr. Smith 60 Mrs. Morgan at 
Major Bowen 63 Captain Stiles 60 
General Gadfden 82 General Moultrie 75 
Mrs. Williams 85 Mrs. Dubois 69 
Mrs. Jones 80 Mrs. Minott 64 
Mr. Jacoby 60 Mr. Griffin 75 
Mr. Armftrong 61 Mrs. Sheely 95 
Dr. Polony 62 Mr. Cohen 70 
Mr. Lee 68 Mr. Hicks 69 
Mrs. Ravenel 73 Mrs. Lehre 77 


making in the aggregate 26 perfons, whofe ages amounted to 
1871 years. 


The above obituary record is of very high importance to 
Carolina. Many of the perfons were foreigners, who had lived 
among us for many years, and who, probably, arrived at as 
advanced ages, as they would have done in their own country. 
After the firft change of temperature, and the humidity of our 
atmofphere have been overcome by prudence and care, there 
is not a country where the enjoyments of health are greater 


than here, 


Who after this will prefume to charge our city with unheal- 
thinefs, or accufe it of being the hot-bed of difeafe, and inimi- 
cal to health and longevity? If the well known hofpitality 
of the inhabitants, fhould, fometimes, feduce an unguarded 
youthful ftranger to irregularity and diflipation, and difeafe, and 
death fhould enfue ; let it not be afcribed*to the unhealthinefs of 
the climate, but to the open, generous feelings of benevolent 
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lrearts, which hail the welcome ftranger to the board of hofpi- 
tality. It is well known to you, gentlemen, that many of our 
cafes of endemial caufus have been the refult of expofure to the 
damp, midnight air, when the fyftem was exhautfted by indi- 
rect debility. Have we not feen the Herculean Enropean, ex- 
pofing himfelf-to the heat of our mid-day fun, regardlefs of the 
nnportunities of his friends, unheedful of the dreadful confe- 
quences which awaited him ; placing his /pes et folatium, on the 
{trength of a conftitution unknown to difeafe, and whofe. irrita- 
ble fibres are eafily excited into morbid aétion, by the applica- 
tion of unaccuftomed ftimuli? Would not the wonder have 
been, if they had not been attacked ? | 


The citizens of South Carolina, have twice been called upon 
in the paft fummer, to follow the biers of departed heroes and 
patriots. The tear of fenfibility muft flow for our bereave- 
ment ; but our hearts will proudly exult at the grateful recol- 
leStion of the important fervices of thofe great men, during our 
national ftruggle for liberty and fovereignty. Faithfully had 
they ferved their country, and, during a long life of ufefulnefs 
and labour, they continued their exertions for their country’s 
weal. Deeply impreffed upon our hearts will forever remain, 
the names of GapspEN and Mou.trie. 


Let us, gentlemen, cheerfully and refolutely determine to 
make our fociety as ufeful as it is refpectable—to make it the 
{chool of inftru€tion, and the depofite of important information 
for our pofterity. 


The ardent purfuit of fcientific information, while it adds 
refpectability and honour to a country, is of incalculable advan- 
tage to individuals. It is a mine of immeafurable depth; an 
inexhauftible {tore of ufefulnefs and profit. The human mind, 
vaft and capacious in its refources, is bounded by no limits, but 
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the Great First Cause, and yields to no impediments, but 
the diforganization of matter. ‘The heart expands with virtue 
and benevolence, as the mind extends its information. ‘The 
riches of the ancients become our property, and the labours of 
the learned, become our amufement. Compared to the learned 
of the prefent day, the ancients were but the pupils of {cience; 
and we, in our turn, will have to yield the palm of knowledge 
to thofe who will fucceed us, and who, probably, will look back 
upon us, but as the removers of literary rubbiih, or the pilers 
up of disjointed faéts. 


I fhall now, gentlemen, take my leave of you, wifhing, with 
much fincerity, that our fociety may add to the ftock of ufeful 
information, and, that individually you may long live to enjoy 
the rich reward of your merit and of your labours. 














Cafe of Chorea Sunéti Viti. By E. Grirritus, M. D. 


UNE 26, 1806, I was called to vifit Mifs V. a young lady 
J aged thirteen years ; afflicted by Chorea Sancti Viti. Her 
mother gave me the following hiftory of the patient, viz. 
That in the beginning of the winter of 1803-4, her daughter 
fell on a ftair-cafe and ftruck the back part of her head with 
great violence, as fhe was informed by one of her fchoo!-mates. 
This accident was not mentioned till fome time afterward. 


When four days had elapfed, fhe was obferved to be very 
unfteady in her manner of walking, with a twitching of her 
arms, tofling her head, dragging her legs, &c. Thefe fymptoms 
increafing very much, a refpectable phyfician was confulted, 
who gave her every attention and affiftance in his power. 
However, the diforder became very vidlent and obftinate, but 
was finally conquered after fome months ftanding; and fhe 
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was completely reftored to health by a voyage to the Weft 
Indies. In the courfe of laft winter the diforder returned, 
but in a flight degree, and difappeared in a week or two, with- 
out any medical afliftance. 


On examination, I found her pulfe foft, natural, and rather 
weak ; fkin of the natural temperature, tongue white and moift; 
pupil of the eye fomewhat dilated ; vifion fo much impaired as 
to prevent her from reading, or diftinguifhing fmall objects ; 
bowels regular, and fhe has a craving appetite. 


She is in continual motion, the legs, arms, head, trunk, eyes, 
lips, tongue, &c. are fuddenly changing their pofition, fo much 
fo, as to render the articulation, and appearance of the patient, 
fingularly diftrefling. The right fide is fenfibly more affected 
than the left; fhe rather hobbles fide foremoft, with the toes 
of her fhoes pitching againft the floor every ftep, than any 
thing like walking. She has lately complained of flight pains 
of the head, fhoulders and knees, but not fo much as to excite 
attention. ‘The patient has been ill about two weeks ; has 
flept but little in that time, but is perfectly ftill when afleep ; 
the cold bath has been tried, but without any benefit. 


R Sacch. fat. 5 j. pulv. gum. opii grs. ijfs. elect. lenitiv. q. s, 
m. f. maff. in pillul. No. x, dividend. ‘Take one pill every 
third hour; rub the fpine and ftomach with laudanum and 


{pirits of turpentine. 


27th. She refted well from early bed-time laft night, till 
late this morning. No fenfible change except being more 
cheerful than yefterday. Continue the medicine. 


28th. She has been awake moft part of the night till toward 
morning, when fhe had a found fleep of two or three hours. 
Symptoms as yefterday ; appetite good, and is indulged as in 
health. Continue medicine and ufe the cold bath. 
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29th. Symptoms as yefterday ; refted well. Continue me- 
dicine, and bath. She this day eat cherries very freely, with- 
out permiflion. 


30th. Was feized laft evening with vomiting, and difcharged 
a confiderable quantity of bile from the ftomach; fhe was 
thirfty through the night, and did not fleep any. Looks pale, 
pulfe weak, and fhe is lefs agitated than formerly. From a 
fufpicion that the fall, formerly mentioned, was the caufe of 
the complaint, a blifter was applied over the whole head, and 
tartar emetic, one third of a grain, given every hour. 


July 1ft. She refted extremely well laft night, is free from 
naufea, but has no appetite. All the fymptoms very much 
amended. ‘The emetic tartar is continued without producing 
any uneafinefs. 


2d. Appetite returned, pulfe natural; the medicine purges 
brifkly. Continue the medicine, with 10 drops of laudanum in 
the day, and 25 at night. Drefs the blifter on the head, with 
cantharides. 


3d. Symptoms rather better than yefterday.. Great appetite, 
pupil a little dilated; bowels regular; complains much of the 
blifter. Go on with the tartar emetic, and take 15 drops of 
laudanum at night. 


4th. She had but little fleep laft night, but refted well till 
late in the morning. ‘The involuntary motions are fo much 
better, that fhe can read, and articulate pretty well; the mufcles 
of her eyes, face, neck, &c. are very little moved ; but the 


right fide continues worfe than the left. Complains the lait 


two or three days of itching very much after taking laudanum. 


5th. Took thirty drops of laudanum laft night, but refted 
very little. She is rather better than, yefterday. Continue 
the antimonial medicine and omit the laudanum. 
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6th. The blifter was renewed on the head laft night, and 
difcharges copioufly. She refted very well although no ano- 
dyne was taken. ‘The patient has been able to feed herfelf 
with the right hand this day, forthe firft time fince her indif- 


pofition. Continue the antimonial medicine. 


7th. Slept well laft night. The tongue begins to throw off 
the white fur; otherwife is as well as yefterday. Continue the 
medicine and take 30 drops laudanum at bed time. 


8th. Has had avery reftlefs night, and vomited this morning, 
which is afcribed to the laudanum taken laft night. 


9th. Took no anodyne and refted very well laft night. No 
fenfible alteration in the diforder. ‘The blifter is nearly dried 
up. Continue the antimonial medicine. 


10th. Since the difcharge from the blifter has ceafed, I think 
her diforder a little aggravated. 


L 


11th. The involuntary motions fenfibly increafed. As the tar- 
tar emetic has not produced naufea, I directed tartar emetic half 
a grain every 15 minutes, till four grains were taken, without 
producing the flighteft naufea. It purged brifkly, and lowered 
the pulfe. At this time the patient’s brother was fe:zed with a 
fever which diverted all the family’s attention from her to him. 
She remained about as we left her, without taking any medi- 
cine till July 21{t, when fhe was directed to take a tea-{poonful 
of the following, every two hours, in molaffes. 3 Pulv. cort. 
Peruv. % j. pulv. carbonat. fod. % fs. m. The medicine 
was continued, and on the 2d of Auguft fhe went to the coun- 
try fo well as to have fcarcely a fymptom of her diforder left. 
J have not heard from her fince. 





